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Who’s 
following 
your kids?



MISSION

VISION

 To take a proactive 
approach through  
public awareness, 

education and  
early intervention 

strategies to prevent 
the sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking 
of children and youth, 
while offering support 

to families.

A world where  
children and youth  

are safe and free from  
all forms of  

sexual exploitation.
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This year’s annual report represents our 22nd year 

of operation at Children of the Street Society. In 

these 22 years, we have broken down so many 

barriers when it comes to talking about this topic 

within families, communities and our school system. 

Sexual exploitation is a sensitive topic and people 

find it difficult to talk about because it hurts us to 

think about what could potentially be happening to 

our children. However, if we do not talk about it or 

educate ourselves on the topic, we will not be able 

to educate our children about the signs of sexual 

exploitation. Our Society has demonstrated through 

programs such as TCO², that education is the key to 

awareness and prevention. 

I have been involved with Children of the Street 

Society since 2014 as a Director on the Board, and as 

President for the last year. I decided to join the Board 

of Directors because I am passionate about stopping 

the sexual exploitation of children and youth. I have 

worked with at-risk youth in many different capacities 

for over 14 years, and specifically with sexually 

exploited youth for 6 years. As a Stop Exploiting 

Youth (SEY) Outreach worker, my job is to help 

support youth ages 13-18 exit exploitative situations. 

This work is always challenging; however, what I 

found most challenging initially was where to start. 

A young person does not usually come right out and 

tell you that they are being exploited- most are not 

even aware of it. Every young person has their own 

story and most have lost trust and faith in the system 

or in their families. It breaks my heart when a young 

person tells me that they have given up or that they 

don’t deserve to be happy. We as adults know that all 

children deserve to be safe, healthy and happy. Being 

able to work one-on-one with these young people  

is a gift and it begins with meeting them where they 

are at and dropping all expectations. If we are lucky, 

they develop trust, awareness and hope.

When I first started in this field, I found that sexual 

exploitation was more overt and we knew what 

streets to walk down to find our youth. It was easier 

to engage them because they were used to seeing 

us walking in our outreach gear, providing snacks, 

socks, or other much needed supplies. This has since 

changed, and with the development of social media, 

it has become increasingly difficult to locate our 

clients. They are no longer standing on street corners. 

The pimps are still out there preying on our young 

by acting as the ‘older’ boyfriend or promising them 

riches. However, we are finding that they are more 

organized and operating at a much larger capacity 

with some of these ‘rings’ operating at a provincial 

level. Social media allows predators from all over 

the world to access children and youth, preying on 

their vulnerabilities. Applications such as Facebook, 

Instagram and Snapchat are just a few examples of 

how our young people are being accessed. I have 

worked with 14 and 15 year-olds who have ads online 

with pictures of them in lingerie claiming to be 18. 

They are children and may have not learned the risks 

associated with a decision that is made on a whim or 

made for them. It takes less than five minutes to post 

an advertisement, but the effects can last a lifetime.

The development of social media has increased the 

sexual exploitation and human trafficking of our 

children and youth. Over the past 22 years, Children 

of the Street Society has trained their TCO² facilitators 

to keep up with the trends and to stay steps ahead 

of exploiters. Every year, the facilitators work 

tirelessly to create new workshops that will engage 

our young people and provide accurate information 

that effectively work towards prevention. I am 

immensely proud to say that the TCO² team is usually 

fully booked halfway through the school year. This 

demonstrates the stigma that talking about this topic 

is now starting to fade. This is a huge step forward and 

creating awareness is the first step to preventing these 

predators from accessing our children. Despite our 

many successes, the fight is not over. We thank you 

for all of your support towards preventing the sexual 

exploitation of our children and youth.

 

 

 

Leanne Atkinson  

President

LETTER 

   FROM 

       THE 

  PRES IDENT
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Although there haven’t been any recent ground 

breaking changes in the areas of sexual exploitation 

and human trafficking, technology continues to shape 

the issues in both positive and negative ways. The 

benefit of technology is that it has provided us with a 

platform to help spread our message of prevention, 

intervention and support. Over the last year, I have 

been a part of several webinars with audiences all 

across BC. This has increased our reach and has 

helped those in remote communities to receive 

education they may not otherwise have had access to. 

At the same time, technology is being used to increase 

the reach of predators and exploiters who know all 

too well that with isolation comes lack of knowledge 

and the possibility of preying upon innocent children. 

I only wish we had more resources and manpower to 

combat the predators in this new battleground.

With a recent report that was released from the 

Representative for Children and Youth and the 

community’s fear around Fentanyl, the issue of Safe 

Care has become a hot topic once again. Many of you 

know that I was instrumental in this fight in the early 

2000s and as a result I have been asked to speak on 

the issue once again. Although most of the advocates 

for Safe Care focus on holding youth who can’t keep 

themselves safe as a result of their drug use, youth 

affected by sexual exploitation also need this support. 

Although it has been nearly 20 years that I have been 

pushing for a tool to help parents keep their kids safe, 

I am hopeful that this act will become a reality in my 

lifetime.

Another law connected to Children of the Street 

Society’s history that has made progress in the last 

year is the Age of Consent. I was a strong advocate 

for increasing the age of consent from 14 to 16, and in 

2008 this law passed, providing increased protection 

for minors being exploited by adults. The one area of 

law that did not change was the age that individuals 

were allowed to engage in consensual anal sex. 

The age where this is legal remained 18 which was 

discriminatory to LGBTQ youth. Last month, Bill C-32 

was tabled which seeks to rectify this discrimination. I 

commend the advocates who have continued the fight 

and I am happy to see that progress continues to be 

made.

In regards to our programs, we have continued to 

grow and expand. This year, for the first time ever, 

thanks to a grant from the City of Coquitlam, we were 

able to create notebooks featuring art created by 

our Youth Art project participants. These notebooks 

have been distributed to our funders, supporters, 

community members and youth. Lastly, our TROO/

BRO diversion programs continue to educate youth 

caught “sexting” while providing resources and 

information to their parents. The program remains 

wildly successful with both youth and adults giving 

positive reviews about their experiences. I look 

forward to next year, and the continued growth we 

will see both in our programs and the issues at large.

 

 

Diane Sowden  
Executive Director

   EXECUTIVE  

       DIRECTOR’S 

MESSAGE



PROGR AMS
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When youth are provided with education on  

the issue of sexual exploitation, they are better  

able to keep themselves and their peers safe.  

Our interactive TCO2 workshop: Taking Care of 

Ourselves, Taking Care of Others covers a range  

of topics relating to sexual exploitation, including 

warning signs of grooming, online exploitation,  

gangs, and healthy relationships. With the upsurge 

of demand for our school-based, preventative, 

educational program, we achieved yet another year 

with notable accomplishments. The TCO2 workshop 

was delivered to over 300 more children and youth  

at an outstanding number of 27,576 participants, 

with 543 workshop presentations in 30 different 

communities across British Columbia!

Every year, a new set of Workshop Facilitators are 

hired to create a brand-new workshop, adapting new 

case studies, skits, and activities tailored to the trends 

of the current year. This year, we saw the shift towards 

social media and online usage continue to increase 

amongst children and youth, which has provided a  

new platform for exploiters and predators to target 

young people. In just this past year, there were 11,072 

more reports of online sexual exploitation made to 

Cybertip.ca. In response to this shift, we tailored our 

workshops to convey the permanency of posting online 

and the risks of oversharing personal information 

by covering topics such as image sharing, sexting, 

sextortion, and “cappers”.

The effects of this online trend have extended to  

the younger ages and thus, we have seen an increase  

in requests from Elementary schools. This year,  

we were requested by the Richmond and West 

Vancouver communities to target and present to  

all their Elementary schools. We presented to  

groups as young as Grade 4!

The delivery of these workshops and our success 

would not have been possible without the help of our 

generous donors and supporters. To ensure that this 

crucial education is accessible to all communities and 

that cost is no barrier, we provide the workshops free 

of charge and rely on donations to fund the program. 

Thank you to our donors for their contributions!

   PROGR AMS

TCO²:  
TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES,  
TAKING CARE OF OTHERS



TCO2 HIGHLIGHTS

•  In addition to our workshop delivery across  

the Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley Region, we 

presented in Madeira Park, Prince George, Powell 

River, Gibsons, Halfmoon Bay, Alexis Creek, Bowen 

Island, Chilanko Forks, Merritt, Roberts Creek,  

and West Kelowna.

•  TCO2 attended 6 conferences including  

BC School Counsellors Association Conference,  

BC Alternative Education Association Conference, 

and Yes2know Youth Summit Conference.

•  TCO2 presented to 84 High-Risk Youth Groups 

totaling 1,171 participants.
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 TCO2 presented  
to 84 High-Risk  

Youth Groups totaling  
1,171 participants.

Siobhan Kirlew and Ajay Erasmus  
perform a skit for a TCO² solo video
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   PROGR AMS

IT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE 
+ HELPING OTHERS PREVENT EXPLOITATION:  
ITCHA/HOPE

Our two programs, ITCHA and HOPE, are geared 

towards various adult audiences, assisting parents 

and community members including teachers, youth 

workers, police, and service providers, in preventing 

sexual exploitation. This year, our number of 

participants for these programs increased by 503!  

Our adult education workshops were delivered  

46 times, which equates to 98.5 hours of education,  

to 1,635 participants across British Columbia.

This year, our number  
of participants for  
these programs  

increased by 503!

Participants learned about supporting parents at the 
annual Victim and Survivors of Crime Week workshop on 
working with parents of sexually exploited youth

Miranda De Jong at a booth during the  
BC School Counsellors Association Conference
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ITCHA/HOPE HIGHLIGHTS

•  Provided staff training for a variety of groups 

including the BCTF Aboriginal Educators, Directions 

Safe House, Daughters and Sisters Program, and 

Anika Youth Services.

•  Presented to 8 conferences including the Fraternal 

Order of the Eagles Regional Conference, BC School 

Counsellors Association Conference, BC Alternate 

Education Association Conference, and the Prince 

George Casey HOPE Conference.

•  Educated parent groups including the SD46 Parent 

Workshop and MCFD Foster Parent Group totalling 

82 participants.

•  Presented at the Child and Youth Committee 

Conference on Awareness and Prevention: Stopping 

the Exploitation of Youth in Chilliwack to 90 

participants. 

•  Travelled outside the Lower Mainland to 

communities including Williams Lake, Grand Forks, 

Vanderhoof, Gibsons, Prince George, Salt Spring 

Island, and Nanaimo.

Resources and materials handed  
out to participants at our workshops
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Children of the Street Society receives disclosures 

as a direct result of our school based program, TCO². 

Last school year, we received 8 disclosures. Thanks 

to the work of our workshop facilitators, youth feel 

comfortable coming forward about issues that have 

affected them. All youth who attend our workshops 

receive resources about where to go for help, and the 

youth who come forward to speak to our facilitators 

are provided with additional support. Although our 

interventions vary, Children of the Street Society 

typically works with outside community agencies  

to provide appropriate resources and support. 

In addition, Children of the Street Society continues 

to receive direct requests for support from parents 

and caregivers who have a child or youth that is at 

high risk of sexual exploitation or who is sexually 

exploited. Each year, the Society is able to provide 

direct support to approximately 60-70 families and/or 

service providers with concerns about a young person. 

This level of service puts us at our maximum capacity 

and shows the need for a dedicated parent support 

program. Through our long standing partnerships, 

we continue to work with law enforcement, child 

protection, educators and service providers as well as 

a variety of social programs in order to support  

young people and their families.

In October, with support from the Department 

of Justice Victim’s Fund we were able to create a 

supplemental tool for our in-person parent support 

program. The toolkit is available on our website  

www.childrenofthestreet.com/parents and offers 

resources and information for parents concerned 

about their children.

So far, the toolkit has been accessed online by over 

489 individuals (including parents, service providers, 

law enforcement, and community members). We have 

also handed out over 150 hard-copies to parents and 

frontline service providers. 

This year, we were also able to provide training for 

service providers working with parents on how to 

use the toolkit and equipped them to provide on-the-

ground support for parents and families affected by 

this issue during the National Victims and Survivors 

or Crime Week May 29th-June 4th. The session was 

attended by close to 100 service providers, students, 

and community members.

   PROGR AMS

SUPPORTING CHILDREN, YOUTH  
AND FAMILIES DEALING WITH  
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION  
AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING
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YOUTH ART ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

For the 6th year, Children of the Street Society 

ran its successful Youth Art Engagement Project in 

partnership with the Ministry of Public Safety and 

Solicitor General, Province of British Columbia, BC 

Gaming, City of Coquitlam, CKNW Orphans’ Fund, 

Coast Capital Savings, the Edith Lando Charitable 

Foundation, SpencerCreo Foundation and the Keith 

and Betty Beedie Foundation. 

The purpose of this unique Project is to spark 

meaningful conversations on topics related to sexual 

exploitation with high risk youth groups by pairing 

our Facilitators with their schools for 9 weeks. Each 

week is focused on a specific topic and coupled with 

Social Justice Art. At the end of the 9 weeks, a Gallery 

is hosted to showcase their art and have their voices 

heard by their families, peers, and community. 

The participants this year were offered many different 

mediums to create their pieces, including: acrylic 

paint, watercolor paint, clay sculpting, spray art, 

collage, digital art, audio samples, spoken-word and 

other performance arts mediums. Some of the topics 

covered were: drugs and alcohol, gender norms and 

society, social media/image sharing/sexting, gangs, and 

debunking common myths around sexual exploitation.

We offered this Project to four different groups in 

the Tri-Cities this year which included Coquitlam 

Alternate Basic Education (CABE), Customized 

Learning Centre (CLC), and two different groups 

at Suwa’lkh Aboriginal School. Over the period of 

nine weeks, our Workshop Facilitators were able to 

empower, foster critical thinking, and actively engage 

the 36 youth participants who created a total of 42 art 

pieces by the end of the project.

We celebrated their completion of the program at 

our Annual Youth Art Engagement Project Celebratory 

Gallery at the Winslow Centre in Coquitlam. We are 

looking forward to repeating the success of this  

Project in the coming school year!

Youth-created art pieces on display at our annual  
Youth Art Gallery for the Youth Art Engagement Project



   PROGR AMS
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Clockwise from left A Waste of Dreams Jennifer,  
Butterfly Gigi McKay, Good Girl Bad Girl  
Eddie Criddle, Youth art participant engaged  
in the creative process
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Clockwise from left Youth art participant creating art  
with the variety of materials we provide to participants, 
Blue Painting Kristin, Dancing GiGi McKay,  
Black and White Lady Kristin
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Each year Children of the Street Society takes on  

a community wide awareness initiative through the 

Predator Watch Program. Last year’s campaign,  

“New Follower” was a huge success! The campaign 

focused on geotagging as a new tactic available to 

predators to gather information on potential victims. 

Geotagging happens when an individual tags their 

location in a photo they upload to social media. Over 

time, this information allows a predator to gather 

data that can be used to recruit a youth into sexual 

exploitation. 

The campaign included a 30 second PSA which aired 

on CBC and the Shaw network of stations and two 

posters which were distributed across the province 

and displayed in 30 Transit shelters across the Lower 

Mainland. The video features a young girl taking 

selfies, selecting a photo, and uploading it to a social 

media site. The video pans out from the photo she has 

uploaded and shows a predator standing outside her 

house holding a phone with her image on it. He has 

followed her home because of the location tags she 

has on her photo. Although predators are not actually 

likely to follow someone home, the data that they build 

up overtime, such as where you go to school, your 

favourite places to hang out, and the places where you 

go to play sports, will allow the predator to interact 

with youth away from the safety of their home.

Our upcoming campaign will focus on sextortion, the 

use of sexual photos or videos to blackmail someone 

into providing more sexual photos. It will launch in 

March during Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and 

Youth Awareness Week.

PREDATOR WATCH

   PROGR AMS

Still image from our New Follower PSA video,  
this aired for six month on CBC and the Shaw 
network of stations.

One of two posters created during the New 
Follower campaign
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SERVICE PROVIDER TOOLKIT 

DIVERSION PROGRAMS

Last year, Children of the Street Society received 

funding from The Office to Combat Trafficking in 

Persons as well as the Federal Department of Justice 

to create a comprehensive toolkit designed to assist 

social service providers in responding to situations  

of youth sex trafficking. The second phase of this 

project is to turn the toolkit into an online, interactive 

training tool that can be accessed by service providers 

all across the Province. To complete this, Children 

of the Street has partnered with Open School BC to 

create the online components, and the resource will  

be hosted on Children of the Street Society’s website. 

The third and final stage of this project is to then 

develop a training curriculum, based largely on 

the toolkit, which will be delivered to five regions 

throughout the province. This training will see the 

participants establish a formalized protocol for a 

more coordinated response to situations of youth 

sex trafficking in communities, but will also help 

them understand the unique complexities of human 

trafficking cases and how to properly support a youth 

that is going through the criminal justice system.

NEW   

    PROGR AMS

Children of the Street Society’s two diversion 

programs are in full swing after the initial pilot phase 

for both Total Respect of Ourselves & Others (TROO) 

and Being Respectful of Others (BRO). These two 

programs were created in an effort to curb the sexual 

exploitation of youth involved in sexting and image 

sharing; while educating the parents of those youth 

during a full day of education. Participants are warned 

about the dangers of sending sexually explicit images 

and are challenged to think critically about the long-

term impact that that kind of behaviour can have on 

someone. The programs have seen great success and 

feedback from participants indicates that they are 

more aware and are going to make smarter choices 

when using technology as they go forward. 

As the programs become established, they are starting 

to be offered in communities outside of Vancouver 

and there has even been requests to provide train-

the-trainer sessions for groups wanting to run this 

program outside of the lower mainland. These two 

programs are the only ones of their kind in the entire 

country that tackle this issue in this manner, with both 

youth and parents being educated simultaneously.  

As this issue becomes more prevalent for youth all 

across BC we expect to see the popularity of this 

program increase.

Kev Lescisin

Howard Tran, Diane Sowden, Kev Lescisin 
Chrysabelle Choe and Cindy Vance receive 
the Department of Justice’s National Youth 
Justice Policing Award for TROO.
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CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS

Children of the Street Society hosted its 5th annual 

Celebration of Success at the Diamond Ballroom in 

Vancouver. The event featured, live entertainment, 

a fashion show and an award ceremony honouring 

our community partners and funders. Four awards 

(Prevention, Intervention, Support and Community 

awards) were given to some of our amazing funders and 

supporters. Recipients included SpencerCreo, CKNW 

Orphans’ Fund, PLEA Community Services and 

Canadian Tire Coquitlam. Live Music was provided by 

the Jim Burton Trio while guests mingled, participated 

in a raffle for two tickets anywhere WestJet flies and 

a silent auction featuring a variety of great items. 

The evening also featured a fashion show showcasing 

formal wear for both males and females. Women’s 

wear was graciously provided by My Sister’s Closet 

and men’s wear was provided by Maison Dasorine. 

While the fashion show provided entertainment for 

the evening the hope was to emphasize that youth who 

have been sexually exploited often don’t graduate high 

school and many will never attend their prom. While 

promoting our Celebration of Success we also ran a 

clothing drive to provide formal wear to youth who 

couldn’t afford it. All items received during the lead 

up to our Celebration of Success were donated to the 

Enchantment Project in Coquitlam.

   EVENTS

PROVINCIAL AWARENESS WEEK

2016 marked the 18th Annual Stop the Sexual Exploitation 

of Children and Youth Awareness Week. This week 

addresses the importance of working together to 

prevent the sexual exploitation of children and youth.

Children of the Street Society celebrated Awareness 

Week through supporting and participating in a variety 

of events during the week of March 13th to 19th.

Daryl Spencer, SpencerCreo receives 
the first ever Partners in Prevention 
Award from Diane Sowden, Children of 
the Street Society Staff pose in the the 
photo booth at Celebration of Success
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•  Children of the Street Society launched our 

Predator Watch campaign on geotagging and sexual 

exploitation. The campaign featured a 30 second 

PSA, transit shelter ads and posters distributed 

across the province.

•  Children of the Street Society continued to 

distribute our new awareness symbol, the fuchsia 

daisy pin. Fuchsia is the provincial colour for 

stopping sexual exploitation and daisies are a symbol 

of childhood innocence. We encouraged community 

members across the province to wear the daisy as 

a symbol of their support in the fight against youth 

sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Donation 

boxes with the pins were located across the Lower 

Mainland in efforts to raise funds for our school 

based awareness programs.

•  In partnership with the Vancouver Community 

Action Team, Children of the Street Society staff 

assisted with a gallery at the Vancouver Public 

Library featuring videos and photographs raising 

awareness about Sexual Exploitation and Human 

Trafficking. 

•  In partnership with REEL Causes, Children of 

the Street Society was part of a film screening of 

Siddharth, and a photo gallery focused on sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking. We hosted 

a booth educating attendees on our prevention 

efforts and how to help with the issue if they were 

interested.

MARCH AWARENESS WEEK 
HIGHLIGHTS

Models get their hair and make up done for the  
fashion show at this year’s Celebration of Success
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PUB NIGHT

We had another amazing fundraiser during our  

7th Annual Pub Night FUNdraiser at Micky’s Public 

House on June 30th, 2016! Our guests enjoyed 

delicious burgers, drinks and great company. The 

evening’s fundraising elements included a 50/50 raffle 

and a silent auction filled with a wide variety of unique 

prizes from local businesses. For the second year in 

a row, guests were pitted against each other in fierce 

competition during our Toonie Toss! The evening is 

always a great way to spend time with your friends and 

family while enjoying good food and raising money for 

a great cause. All funds raised support our prevention 

education and early intervention school-based 

workshops.

   EVENTS

CANVAS OF CHANGE

Children of the Street Society held their brand 

new fundraising event, Canvas of Change, at the 

Roundhouse Community Arts and Recreation Centre 

in Vancouver. The idea for this event was created by 

a group of University of Fraser Valley event planning 

students and we were pleased to make the event a 

reality. Canvas of Change was held on October 13th, 

2016. The event featured 16 of Vancouver’s premier 

artists painting live before the attendees’ eyes. In just  

45 minutes beautiful works of art were created and 

then auctioned off at the end of the night. Guests 

were also treated to delicious food by Boy with a 

Knife Catering and participated in both a wine pull, 

and bracelet toss. For the second year in a row,  

Bill Higginson was one of our feature artists and 

also helped us organize many pieces of the event. 

The event would not be possible without his expert 

assistance! Other key partners including: DeSerres, 

Eye 4U Images, and Boy with a Knife Catering. Crystal 

Campbell was our auctioneer and helped us raise  

to $4890 from the sale of art alone.

Coquitlam Councillor  
Terry O’ Neill draws the winning 
ticket, Kev, Anzal and Chrys  
posing with photo booth props, 
guests enjoying a burger and  
beer at Micky’s pub

Bill Higginson working hard painting  
his masterpiece at Canvas of Change



 Annual Report  2015-2016 17

As a small charity, we rely on funds raised in the 

communities we serve to provide our programs  

and services. 

We are so grateful to all our supporters –  

thank you for standing with us in our fight against the 

sexual exploitation of BC’s kids. We could not  

do our work without you!

Children of the Street Society is also thankful  

to the many community organizations who help  

us prevent the sexual exploitation of kids by funding 

our prevention services and programs, including  

Elks Canada, Fraternal Order of Eagles, Lions Clubs, 

Royal Canadian Legions, Royal Purple of Canada,  

and Soroptimist International Clubs.

We are blessed to receive support from a variety  

of businesses, including Coast Capital Savings and 

Envision Financial.

FUNDR AIS ING   

For the past two years,  
Coast Capital Savings has given 
$24,000 to support our  
Youth Art Engagement Project

Envision Financial gave us $15,000 to support TCO² workshops  
in Abbotsford, Coquitlam and Maple Ridge
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Each year we receive feedback from individuals  

who have seen our workshops or support  

our organization. We are always appreciative 

of the support and love to hear the impact that 

our workshops make on individuals and in the 

community. Please see below for a sample of  

the feedback we have received this year from 

evaluations, unsolicited feedback and support  

letters. Thanks for making the work that we  

do so enjoyable!

   TESTIMONIALS

 

“ Just wanted to say thank you again 

for an excellent presentation!  

You could have heard a pin drop  

as the information rolled out to  

our students. Very effective.”

 Craig Hemmerich 
 Grade 8 Teacher Abbotsford

“ Thank you so much for having the 

Children of the Street Society come 

to speak to the grade 6 classes today. 

[Our son] has just given us a detailed 

brief of their presentation, and we 

are thrilled at what he learned today. 

This kind of information can make  

a huge difference in a child’s life. 

Thank you for providing it to  

[our son] and his classmates.”

 Parent of Grade 6 Student 
 Chiliwack

“ During my time at the TCO² 

workshop I learned many horrible 

but true stories about human 

trafficking, exploiters, sexting, and 

many other topics but overall I 

learned how to stop it if it happened 

to me.”

 Female, 13  

 Victoria



“ The feedback has been 

overwhelmingly positive from the 

administrators and teachers at both 

Westcot and Gleneagles schools. 

The video clip was great – in one 

session at Westcot, the students 

were yelling at the screen “don’t do 

it! Don’t do it!” when the cartoon 

girl gave her cell number and agreed 

to meet Jason. It was also fantastic 

that the presenters made sure 

the students understood that the 

cartoon depicted a creepy guy, but 

exploiters can look very much like 

anyone – including youth like them.”

 Maureen Lee 
 District Administrator  

 West Vancouver Schools

“ I really hope that other students 

from other schools get to meet you 

guys because I think it is important 

to know how dangerous it could be 

if you don’t listen to your gut feeling 

inside of you.”

 Female, 11  

 Coquitlam

“ I was so impressed with the 

facilitators. Their knowledge and 

ability to engage all the students  

was outstanding. Their information 

was realistic, up to date and geared 

for the age level.”

 Patsy Elson 
 Aboriginal Support Worker

“ Very powerful and engaging  

for students. An important set  

of issues presented in a thoughtful 

manner. Role plays and format made 

the information understandable 

in manageable chunks. Hopefully, 

Children of the Street is able  

to find/maintain funding sources  

so their excellent presentations  

can continue.”

 Teacher  
 LA Matheson
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SUPPORTERS
Al Roadburg Foundation

Ambleside Tiddlycove Lions

Austin Properties

Avison Young Commercial Real Estate (B.C.) Inc.

BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch

BC Fraternal Order of Eagles, Ladies Auxiliary

Bridge Club Fundraiser

Burnaby Elks, Lodge No. 497

Burnaby Lougheed Lions Club

Canadian Tire, Coquitlam

Chilliwack Elks No. 48

City of Coquitlam

City of Langley

City of Richmond

City of Surrey

City of Vancouver

CKNW Orphans` Fund

Coast Capital Savings

Cossette Vancouver

Department of Justice

Diamond Foundation

Envision Financial, First West Foundation 

Eye 4U Images

Fort Langley Lions Club

Fraternal Order of Eagles Charity Foundation

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831, Ladies Auxiliary

John Hardie Mitchell Family Foundation

Keith and Betty Beedie Foundation

Lohn Foundation

Loyal Protestant Association

Karen Mori & Associates Ltd.

Maggie Gareau

Ministry of Justice

PLEA Community Services Society of BC

Port Coquitlam Community Foundation

Port Coquitlam Royal Purple #10

Port Moody Foundation

Real Canadian Wholesale Club- Burnaby

RONA, Austin Heights, Coquitlam

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 263

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch No. 83, Ladies Auxiliary

Soroptimist International of the Langleys

Soroptimist International of North and West Vancouver

Silver Wheaton

SpencerCreo Foundation

Surrey Cares Foundation

Team TELUS Cares

The Edith Lando Charitable Foundation

The Hamber Foundation

The Leon and Thea Koerner Foundation

The McLean Foundation

West Vancouver Community Foundation

WIAN Branding

Children of the Street Society is thankful for the many 

supporters who have provided funds to the Society 

over the years, and played a key role in our success and 

growth. Each contribution has helped us to fill a vital gap 

in the prevention and education of sexual exploitation 

in British Columbia. We truly appreciate all current and 

past support. Thank you to of our committed members 

and monthly donors, as well as the following funders: 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leanne Atkinson 

President

Shana Rivett 

Vice President

Jim Walker 

Treasurer (current)

Sarah Harris 

Treasurer (past)

Meherun Laila 

Director

Oscar Ramos 

Director

Laila Rana 

Director

Trevor Ritchie 

Director

Priscilla Sanker 

Director

STAFF

Diane Sowden 

Executive Director

Esther Asirvatham 

Administrative Officer

Miranda De Jong 

Program Manager

Maura Fitzpatrick 

Fundraising Manager

Kev Lescisin 

Project Manager

Tiana Jacquet 

Program Coordinator

Meghan Simington 

Fund Development 

Coordinator

THANK YOU
TO OUR 2015/2016  

WORKSHOP FACILITATORS 
Mark Aulakh

Ajay Erasmus

Siobhan Kirlew

Kaylan Lee

Amanda Bird

Adriel Carey

Ala’a Founouni

Giselle Miller

WELCOME
TO OUR 2016/2017  

WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

2015/2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

& STAFF



208-1130 Austin Avenue. Coquitlam, BC  Canada V3K 3P5

Tel: 604 777 7510 Fax: 604 525 0024 Toll Free: 1 877 551 6611

 facebook.com/childrenofthestreetsociety 

 twitter.com/childrenofthest

FUCHSIA-COLOURED DAISIES 
 

Symbolize efforts to prevent the sexual exploitation  

of children and youth; the daisy represents  

the innocence of childhood and fuchsia is a combination  

of red, for the red light districts, and purple,  

the provincial colour for violence prevention.  

Please wear a fuchsia daisy pin to help raise awareness.


