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In honour of our 20th anniversary, Children of the 

Street Society created a new awareness symbol : 

a fuchsia daisy. This daisy helps mark Stop Sexual 

Exploitation of Children and Youth Awareness Week, 

held each year in March and is used in conjunction  

with the fuchsia ribbon which is distributed throughout 

the province. The daisy represents the innocence of 

childhood and the colour of fuchsia is a combination of 

red for the red light districts, and purple, the provincial 

colour for violence prevention. By wearing a ribbon 

or the new awareness daisy, individuals can show their 

support for an issue that is not often talked about. It  

is a tool that can open up conversation and help others 

to learn about an issue that is still seen as taboo. Just as 

the poppy is worn in November or the cancer daffodil 

is worn in the month of April, the fuchsia daisy is 

predominately worn throughout the month of March.

Our daisies were available for the month of  

March in businesses throughout the lower mainland. 

Some of the locations included:

CIBC West Vancouver 

CIBC Aust in Avenue 

RONA Austin Avenue 

RONA Coquit lam 

CANADIAN TIRE Coquit lam 

VANCITY Mail lardvi l le 

VANCITY Gatineau, Burnaby 

VANCITY Brew Street , Por t Moody 

ST. CLAIRE OF ASSISI PARISH Coquit lam

We have already seen a growth in distribution  

for the next year and hope that it will continue  

to grow to become a provincial and national symbol. 

This year, we encourage you to pick up a daisy and  

be creative about how you wear them. The various 

covers of this annual report feature just some of  

the ways that you can show your support in the fight  

to end sexual exploitation and human trafficking  

of children and youth.

FUCHSIA DAISIES
EVERY-WEAR
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The 2014/2015 Annual Report represents our  

21st year of operation at Children of the Street Society. 

The growth of this organization since its inception in 

1995 never fails to amaze me. Children of the Street 

began with a small group of concerned parents, friends 

and neighbours who saw a real need and a gap in 

services and protection for our youth and they wanted 

to make a difference in our society for the better. 

After 21 years in operation, Children of the Street has 

been part of a rising movement, both domestically and 

internationally, that has contributed to the growing 

awareness and prevention of sexual exploitation and 

human trafficking of youth and children. 

I have been involved with Children of the Street since 

2003 as a TCO2 workshop facilitator. I left Children of 

the Street to pursue further schooling in Ontario and 

upon my return, joined as a director on the Board, 

and have been the President for the last two years. 

Sadly, this will be my last year with Children of the 

Street as I focus my attention on raising a new family. 

However, I cannot emphasize enough how much it has 

meant to me to be part of Children of the Street for 

these past years and the importance of the work that 

we do. Sexual exploitation is a live issue that affects 

all families, in all suburbs, in all demographics and in 

all socio-economic classes. Without the knowledge 

to prevent sexual exploitation, our children, youth 

and families are not equipped to combat and prevent 

it from happening. This is the gap that Children of 

the Street fills, and unfortunately, is one of the few 

organizations that do it in Canada. 

While TCO2 is not our only program, it is our program 

that is in highest demand. When I first started with 

Children of the Street in 2003, it had only one team 

of facilitators and no other staff aside from the 

executive director, Diane Sowden. In that 2003/2004 

school year, our TCO2 facilitators presented to over 

17,000 youth. Since that time, the issues and how 

children and youth are or can be sexually exploited 

has changed drastically, particularly with technological 

advances and the demand for our program has grown 

substantially. 

Our TCO2 facilitators work diligently every year 

to keep up with the trends and to stay two steps 

ahead of exploiters so that we can provide accurate 

and current information during our workshops to 

effectively work towards prevention. In this school 

year alone, our TCO2 facilitators have presented over 

600 workshops in over 150 different schools, to 

over 27,000 students and youth throughout British 

Columbia. Of those numbers, over 2,300 youth  

were from high risk groups. 

I am immensely proud of the work that Children  

of the Street does and the unrelenting passion of our 

staff, facilitators, directors, members, and volunteers 

that contribute to the ongoing success of Children  

of the Street. While our work is not done, we,  

as an organization and as a community, have come  

a long way since 1995 in raising awareness, changing 

societal attitudes, changing the law and preventing  

and combatting sexual exploitation and human 

trafficking of youth and children. If our work prevents 

even one child from being sexually exploited, our 

dedication and hard work has been rewarded. 

With each closing year, there is always more that  

can be done, more awareness that can be brought  

to the issue and more fresh approaches to take.  

This work cannot be done without the commitment 

of our staff. Our facilitators work tirelessly 

throughout the year to educate groups all over the 

province on a subject matter that is not always easy 

to communicate; our small office staff manages a 

substantial work load often within tight time lines;  

and our directors generously volunteer their time  

and efforts to moving our organization forward.  

It has been a pleasure working with all of you and  

I look forward to the positive changes in this area  

that will be made in the coming years.

L E T T ER 
FROM 
THE 
PRES I DENT

KRISTAL LOW President 

October 2015
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DIANE SOWDEN Executive Director 

February 2016

Children of the Street Society continues to grow  

and change as the years pass. Our successes would 

not be possible without the support of our dedicated 

staff and Board of Directors who give countless hours 

in the fight to end the human trafficking and sexual 

exploitation of our children and youth.  This year,  

I want to send out a special thank you to Kristal Low 

who served these past two years as the President of 

the Board. She has been involved with the organization 

on and off since her time as a Taking Care of Ourselves, 

Taking Care of Others (TCO²) workshop facilitator 

in 2003. Her dedication to the cause is greatly 

appreciated and we wish her luck as she moves on  

to the next phase of her life and starting her family.

2015 marks a very significant year in the fight to  

end human trafficking. Reza Moazami was convicted  

of the first human trafficking of a minor charge in BC. 

He was also sentenced to the longest human trafficking 

sentence in Canada. This conviction would never have 

happened without the dedication of law enforcement 

and community partners who worked together to 

ensure that the victim’s made it to court. Their focus 

on supporting the many victims throughout the lengthy 

trial ensured that the case was a success and that  

the victims felt supported.

This year, in partnership with the Vancouver Police 

Department, Children of the Street Society launched 

the TROO program, Total Respect for Ourselves and 

Others, a sexting diversion program. Technology  

is changing constantly and laws haven’t had a chance 

to keep up. Right now, if a youth is caught sexting the 

only charges they could receive are child pornography 

charges which do not represent the true nature of  

the crime. TROO, seeks to provide an alternative  

to charging the youth. The program takes place on  

a Saturday and focuses on educating the youth, along 

with their parents, on the impact sexting has on its 

victims and the consequences of sexting for  

the offender.

In October, we launched the third phase of our 

#parentproject with the release of our Parent Toolkit. 

This toolkit provides support and information to the 

secondary victims of sexual exploitation and human 

trafficking: parents. The toolkit is designed to educate 

parents on the issue, enabling them to recognize 

warning signs, safeguard their children against 

exploitation, and equip them with strategies and tools 

for managing this issue should it happen to their child. 

Although the child or youth is the primary victim the 

parents are often the ones left navigating the system 

while dealing with other children, family, as well as 

their own trauma. Support for these secondary victims 

is the key to helping the family unit stay healthy while 

they deal with a very challenging situation.

Our school based programs continue to receive 

disclosures and run a waitlist every year. Our use  

of young adult facilitators allows victims to have a safe 

environment to come forward with any issues that 

they might have experienced around this issue. The 

majority of our disclosures are for low risk situations 

thus showing the importance of prevention education 

which reaches victims at an early stage.

Although there is a long way to go in the fight to  

end sexual exploitation and human trafficking we have 

come along in the past 21 years. We couldn’t do the 

work that we do without the support of our partners, 

founders, donors and all levels of government.  

Your support means so much to us and we thank  

you from the bottom of our heart!

EXECU T I V E 
D I R EC TOR ’ S 

L E T T ER



PROGR AMS

It was another outstanding year for our school- 

based, preventative, educational program TCO2:  

Taking Care of Ourselves, Taking Care of Others.  

Demand for our unique and engaging workshop 

focused on the prevention of sexual exploitation and 

human trafficking of children and youth saw another 

increase this year. The TCO2 workshop was delivered 

617 times, to 27,190 youth in 36 different communities 

all across British Columbia!

We also saw an increase in requests from audiences 

that are considered high-risk. We presented 117 

workshops for 2,375 high-risk youth in the 2014/2015 

school year, which accounts for almost 20% of our 

total workshop delivery. These high-risk audiences 

include: alternate education programs, youth-groups, 

gang diversion programs, residents of youth custody, 

ESL and new immigrant youth as well as those that are 

currently in sexually exploitative situations. 

Over the past few years the issue of sexual 

exploitation has shifted to the online world and with 

that we have designed our workshops with more of 

an emphasis on the related topics of: image sharing, 

sexting, sextortion and “cappers.” This online  

trend has also made this issue even more relevant  

for younger youth and we have seen an increase  

in requests from grade 5 classes since we developed  

a version for that age group last year.

Our program is far-reaching across the province  

and aside from presenting all over the lower mainland 

and Fraser Valley we also provided workshops to 

many different communities around British Columbia. 

We presented 66 workshops out-of-town for  

3,880 students, which is a 65% increase in out of town 

presentations and a 97% increase in participants. 

Some of the places we travelled to were: Bella Bella, 

Bella Coola, Prince George, the Sunshine Coast, 

Vancouver Island, New Aiyansh, as well as Haida 

Gwaii including Masset and Queen Charlotte.  

TCO2 was also a part of various conferences, events 

and forums, such as: the BC School Counsellors 

Association Conference, Gathering Our Voices 

Conference, BC Alternate Education Association 

Conference, as well as many school-based health  

fairs and social responsibility forums.

1

TCO2: 
TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES, 
TAKING CARE OF OTHERS
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TCO2 HIGHLIGHTS

• 

 In partnership with PLEA Community 

Services Society of BC’s Onyx Program, 

TCO2 travelled to Bella Bella and Bella 

Coola to deliver workshops for every 

grade 6-12 student in those communities.

• 

 In partnership with the Prince George 

and District Elizabeth Fry Society,  

TCO2 presented to Aboriginal youth  

at the Gathering Our Voices Conference 

in Prince George.

•  

In partnership with the Howe Sound 

Women’s Centre TCO2 presented in 

Squamish, Pemberton and Mount Currie.

• 

 In partnership with SD46, our 

Facilitators took two separate week-long 

trips to the Sunshine Coast and delivered 

a combined 20 workshops for over  

1,200 youth.

1 Savannah, Anzal and Kev with PLEA in Bella Bella
2 Savannah, Anzal, Sharlene and Ben
3 Ben and Savannah at a Focus Group 

The TCO2 workshop 
was delivered 617 times, 
to 27,190 youth in 36 
different communities all 
across British Columbia!

2

3



IT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE/
HELPING OTHERS  
PREVENT EXPLOITATION:  
(ITCHA/HOPE)

PROGR AMS

Our two programs, ITCHA and HOPE, are geared towards 

various adult audiences, including: teachers, principals, parents, 

youth workers, police, service providers and other professionals. 

We saw a steady demand for our adult education as well; from 

September 2014 to August 2015 our adult education workshops 

were delivered 42 times, which equates to 80.25 hours of 

education, for 1,132 participants across British Columbia.

1 Kev and Dave Dickson at a 
Williams Lake community presentation
2 Miranda De Jong at an information table  
for the BC Crime Prevention Conference

1
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ITCHA/HOPE HIGHLIGHTS

• 

We presented to members of  

the community and staff from the  

RCMP Victim Services during a trip  

to Bella Bella.

• 

Presented to 75 members of the  

BC Teacher’s Federation at a Human 

Trafficking Conference.

•  

Delivered a workshop for high-risk  

youth at the Waypoint Treatment 

Program in Surrey.

• 

Presented at the Stronger  

Nations Conference in Richmond.

• 

Travelled to Roberts Creek on  

the Sunshine Coast and presented  

to staff at Linwood House. 

• 

Presented to over 60 staff 

members at the Urban Native 

Youth Association’s Aries 

Program.

• 

Travelled to Haida Gwaii and 

presented to the Island Wellness 

Society in Masset.

• 

In partnership with the Cowichan 

Community Police, presented to 

community members in Cowichan.

2



In partnership with the SpencerCreo Foundation, 

The Amir and Yasmin Virani Family Foundation, 

CKNW Orphans’ Fund, Metro Vancouver, City of 

Coquitlam, Coast Capital Savings and the BC Office 

of Civil Forfeiture, Children of the Street Society 

was able to run another year of its successful Youth 

Art Engagement Project. This was the fifth installment 

of the Project, which saw major growth. We were 

able to offer the project to four different groups in 

the Tri-Cities. In order to meet the demand of this 

program, we were required to hire two additional 

Facilitators to run the project. Over a period of nine 

weeks, our Workshop Facilitators were able to raise 

awareness, foster leadership and actively engage 

youth from Coquitlam Alternate Basic Education 

(CABE), Centennial Secondary’s Transition students, 

and two different groups at Suwa’lkh Aboriginal 

School.

The project goal is to prevent the sexual exploitation 

and human trafficking of children and youth 

while creating a platform for students to express 

themselves through social justice art. The participants 

are offered many different mediums to create their 

pieces, including: acrylic paint, watercolour paint, 

clay sculpting, spray art, collage, digital art, audio 

samples, spoken-word and other performance arts 

mediums. Each week the participants are educated on 

various topics related to sexual exploitation and then 

given time to craft their artwork. Some of the topics 

covered were: drugs and alcohol, gender norms and 

society, social media/image sharing/sexting, debunking 

common myths around sexual exploitation all while 

empowering youth and offering resources for those 

that may find themselves in need of them. 

In total, 36 youth participated from all of the groups 

which lead to the creation of 42 pieces of art that 

were celebrated at our Annual Youth Art Engagement 

Project Celebratory Gallery. This gallery took place  

in June, at Winslow Centre in Coquitlam, and it was  

a way for the youth and their artwork to be 

celebrated and it also featured a live performance 

from one of the participants from Centennial 

Secondary. We are looking forward to repeating  

the success of this project in the coming school year!

YOUTH ART  
ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

PROGR AMS
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Youth Art Gallery 
1 “The Network Zombie” Ashley Bernales
2 “Day and Knight” Savannah McKenzie
3 “City” Antonn Chartrand
4 “Be a Man” Ashleigh Eaton
5 “Blackened Mirror” YaJuu
6 2015 Youth Art participants enjoying the  
creative process during a Youth Art session

1

2

3

4

5



PROGR AMS

COS presenting on supporting parents  
as secondary victims during Victim’s  
Awareness Week

As a result of increased education and awareness 

on the issue of sexual exploitation, combined with 

advancements and accessibility of technology, 

Children of the Street Society continues to receive  

a high number of disclosures as a direct result of  

our school based program, TCO². Last school year  

48 disclosures were received as a direct result of our 

school based education. This is a 30% increase from 

the disclosures we received last year.

Most of our disclosures were for low to medium need 

situations, showing that we are educating youth at 

the earliest stage possible thus preventing a costly, 

and complicated intervention in the later stages 

of exploitation. Although our interventions vary, 

Children of the Street Society works with outside 

community agencies to ensure that a young person 

receives the appropriate resources and support. 

In addition, Children of the Street Society continues 

to receive requests for support from parents and 

caregivers who have a child or youth that is at 

highest risk of sexual exploitation or who is sexually 

exploited. Each year, the Society provides direct 

support to approximately 60-70 families and/or 

service providers with concerns about a young person. 

Through our long standing partnerships, we continue 

to work with law enforcement, child protection, 

educators and service providers as well as a variety  

of social programs in order to support young people 

and their families.

SUPPORTING 
CHILDREN,
YOUTH AND
FAMILIES
DEALING
WITH SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION
AND HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
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PREDATOR WATCH
Each year Children of the Street Society takes on  

a community wide awareness initiative through the 

Predator Watch Program. Last year’s campaign, 

“Hooked” was a huge success! The campaign tied 

into our yearlong focus on parents under the hashtag, 

#parentsproject. “Hooked” was the first phase of  

a three phase project which also included a 15 part 

video series geared towards educating parents on 

online sexual exploitation and was followed by our 

Parent Toolkit which launched in October. 

The campaign continued to gain exposure throughout 

the past year and was followed by the distribution of 

awareness posters throughout the Lower Mainland 

and beyond. We were also able to get the 30 second 

video that accompanied the campaign aired as a Public 

Service Announcement on both CBC and the Shaw 

network of stations. In May, the video was featured 

on two large screens at the Cloverdale Rodeo and ran 

twice every hour throughout the entire weekend!

Our new campaign will launch in March during  

Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Youth 

Awareness week. The focus is once again on parents 

and community members and will highlight the 

dangers of geotagging on social media profiles.  

The campaign will feature a 30-second video,  

30 transit ads, and the creation of posters to be used 

to raise awareness in the province of BC.



In June 2014, Children of the Street received federal 

funding from the Department of Justice to complete  

a project entitled “Working Together to Support Victims 

& Families of Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking”. 

This project is a capacity-building project designed 

to improve support for youth and families specifically 

affected by sexual exploitation and human trafficking  

in British Columbia.

In October 2015, after an extensive writing and  

editing process, we launched the toolkit: “Sexual  

Exploitation and Trafficking in Canada: A Prevention  

and Early Intervention Toolkit for Parents”. The parent  

toolkit provides an overview of sexual exploitation  

and human trafficking in Canada – how, why, and where 

it happens – and discusses the impacts of technology 

and how parents can begin to combat the growing 

trend of online exploitation. By offering practical tips 

and ideas for speaking with children about this issue, 

parents will be equipped to start the discussion and 

take the first step towards prevention. The toolkit also 

offers strategies and resources for early intervention 

should this be happening to their child. To accompany 

the toolkit, we have a searchable resource database 

available on our website to connect parents with 

various services and supports all over the province. 

The toolkit is available on our website:  

www.childrenofthestreet.com/parents. 

So far, the toolkit has been accessed online by over  

150 individuals (including parents, service providers, 

law enforcement, and community members). We have 

also handed out over 40 hardcopies to parents and 

frontline service providers. 

While this phase of the parent project is finished,  

we are hoping to secure funding in the future to 

provide training for service providers to use the toolkit 

and equip them to provide on-the-ground support for 

parents and families affected by this issue. 

COS with the Department of Justice (L-R) 
Miranda De Jong, Hon. Kerry-Lynne Findlay, 
Hon. Peter MacKay, Diane Sowden, Stephanie 
Moss, Kev Lescisin, Const. Brian Montague

PROGR AMS

PARENT MANUAL
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In April 2015, Children of the Street received funding 

from British Columbia’s Office to Combat Trafficking  

in Persons to work on a subsequent toolkit for service 

providers. The focus for this toolkit is to educate 

youth-serving agencies on human trafficking laws 

and how to support trafficked youth. The goal of this 

project is to strengthen coordination between youth-

serving agencies and to connect them with the criminal 

justice system. 

Project Manager, Jannelle Dyck, has worked with an 

advisory committee to provide materials and input for 

the direction of this project. The advisory committee 

is made up of members from community service 

agencies, victim services, law enforcement, and the 

government. Many of the members worked closely  

on the Moazami case, BC’s first successful conviction 

of human trafficking. 

The toolkit for service providers will be completed  

in March, 2016. 

This year, Children of the Street Society piloted  

a diversion project focused on youth who have been 

caught sexting. This program is called TROO and  

stands for Total Respect for Ourselves and Others.  

This program is targeted at females and will eventually 

include a counterpart called BRO (Being Respectful  

of Others) that will be targeted at boys. Referrals  

for both of these programs come from School Liaison 

Officers. In partnership with the Vancouver Police 

Department’s Youth Services Unit, Children of the 

Street Society spends one day educating the youth 

on the dangers of sexting and the social and legal 

consequences of this behaviour. Topics covered include 

short and long term legal and social consequences, 

self-exploitation, peer-to-peer exploitation, amongst 

others. At the same time, we also work with the 

parents to educate them on strategies they can use  

to reinforce safe digital relationships among teens  

and their peers.

NEW  
PROGR AMS

“Traffickers work in highly connected  

and coordinated networks. We need  

to do the same on the solution side!”  

– Service Provider

Howard Tran, Diane Sowden, Kev Lescisin, 
Chrysabelle Choe and Cindy Vance receive 
the Department of Justice’s National Youth 
Justice Policing Award for TROO

Jannelle Dyck, Project Manager

SERVICE
PROVIDER TOOLKIT

TROO



Children of the Street Society hosted its  

4th Annual Celebration of Success at Stanley Park 

Pavilion in Vancouver in honour of their 20th 

anniversary. Over 150 individuals were in attendance, 

ranging from government, law enforcement, service 

providers, corporate and private funders, and 

community agencies who work to address the sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking of children and 

youth in BC. The event was emceed by Mr. Angus Reid 

of the BC Lions and featured highlights from our  

20 year history. Several individuals who have supported 

us were present at the event including a reporter  

who wrote the first story on Diane’s daughter,  

a former facilitator from 1995 and government  

and law enforcement who have been involved with 

our organization since the beginning. Clips from the 

first TCO² presentations were shown and a visual 

timeline showcased highlights about our organization 

and the issue over the last 20 years. Diane’s 

daughter, Catherine, gave a moving speech about her 

experiences over the last 20 years and emphasized the 

importance of prevention work in keeping children 

and youth safe. As always, the evening featured a silent 

auction and live auction, WestJet raffle and photo 

booth. The evening was complimented by delicious 

appetizers and cocktails.

EVENT S

1 Diane’s daughter speaking about the 
importance of prevention and  her experiences 
20 years ago
2 Current staff Chrysabelle Choe and  
Kev Lescisin with former facilitator Nelson Leis 
and partner
3 Children of the Street Society Board (L-R)  
Leanne Atkinson, Kristal Low, Trevor Ritchie, 
Stacey Lambert, Sarah Harris, Jo-Ann Carter

CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS: 
20 YEARS STRONG

2

1
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PROVINCIAL AWARENESS WEEK
 

2015 marked the 17th Annual Stop the  

Sexual Exploitation of Children and Youth 

Awareness Week. Children of the Street 

Society participated in a wide variety of 

events across the province. Awareness Week 

addresses the importance of supporting 

community groups to prevent the sexual 

exploitation of children and youth.

Children of the Street Society celebrated 

Awareness Week through supporting and 

participating in a variety of events during  

the week of March 9th to 15th.

 

HIGHLIGHTS

• 

Children of the Street Society launched our 
15 week parent video series on online sexual 
exploitation. Each video featured Children 
of the Street Society staff and a variety of 
community partners speaking on the issue of 
online sexual exploitation.

•
Children of the Street Society also launched 
our new awareness symbol, the fuchsia 
daisy pin. Fuchsia is the provincial colour 
for stopping sexual exploitation and daisies 
are a symbol of childhood innocence. We 
encouraged community members across the 
province to wear the daisy as a symbol of 
their support in the fight against youth sexual 
exploitation and human trafficking. Donation 
boxes with the pins were located across the 
the lower mainland in efforts to raise funds 
for our school based awareness programs.

•
TCO² presented workshops to Comox Valley 
students in partnership with CASEY Comox 
Valley, the local Community Action Team. 
While in town, TCO² was also able to present 
a Community Workshop to both youth and 
adults. 

•
A second TCO² team was invited to present 
in the Sunshine Coast to local students in 
partnership with the SD 46.

•
In partnership with the Richmond 
Community Action Team, an interactive table 
display for youth at Richmond Center Mall 
was set up.

• 

In partnership with Ridge Meadows 
Community Action Team, Children of the 
Street Society was part of a youth art gallery 
and film screening, focused on preventing 
sexual exploitation in Maple Ridge and Pitt 
Meadows.

3



This year Children of the Street Society launched a 

brand new fundraising event called Canvas of Change. 

The idea for this event was created by a group of 

University of Fraser Valley event planning students. 

We were so excited about the idea of this event that 

we were able to bring it into reality one year after 

they presented it to us. Canvas of Change was held on 

September 9th, 2015 and was a fun and trendy evening 

featuring live music, gourmet food and the feature 

event: live painting by some of BC’s professional artists. 

Bill Higginson was one of our feature artists and also 

helped us in organizing many pieces of the event.

The evening was a wild success and allowed us to raise 

over $6,000 towards are Youth Art Engagement Project! 

The event was made possible by some key partners 

including: Direct2Artist, DeSerres, iQmetrix, Eye 4U 

Images, Boy with a Knife Catering, and Kiss Radio Hit 

music. Erick Becker was our auctioneer and did a great 

job raising the bids on the artwork. Preparations are 

under way for our second annual event which will be 

held October 13, 2016.

EVENT S

PUB NIGHT

CANVAS OF CHANGE

Our Pub Night FUNdraiser, held in June of every year, 

is a favourite way for many of our supporters to kick 

off the summer season.

Held again at Mickey’s Public House, event goers 

battled furiously at the toonie toss and bid on 

wonderful prizes donated by local businesses, all while 

enjoying a delicious burger and beverage. ALL this fun 

for just $20 a ticket – AND you get to support our 

work to keep kids safe from sexual exploitation!

1 Telus Volunteer assists with Toonie Toss 
2 COS staff members (L-R) Miranda De Jong, 
Jannelle Dyck, Chrysabelle Choe, Kev Lescisin

1 Live painting artists hard at work creating 
their artwork
2 Paintings being auctioned off at Canvas of 
Change

1

2

1

2
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We LOVE our donors and members – because  

without them we simply could not provide our 

prevention services and programs that give kids, 

parents, and care-givers the information and practical 

tools they need to keep themselves safe from sexual 

exploitation.

While our supporters are listed in detail on page 

20, Children of the Street Society received support 

from a wide variety of individuals and community 

organizations over the past year.

FUNDR A I S I NG

Our TCO² workshops provide  

a safe place for kids to talk about 

what is or has happened to them.

Each year, the demand for  

our workshops increase and we 

are forced to create wait-lists.  

We always promise schools they 

will be on the top of the list for  

the next school year…

But we can’t help but wonder… 

are there kids at that school that 

need our help now?

Can they wait until the next  

school year?

THANK GOODNESS for our 

supporters who give to ensure  

we can reach as many kids  

as is possible!

1 Reg from Burnaby Elks Lodge number 497 delivers 
an early Christmas present to Diane and Maura 

2 For many years, Nita Spittel and her amazing 
volunteers have organized a bridge tournament 
fundraiser to support our work to keep kids safe – 
thanks Nita! 

3 Diane, Sylvia Bosa, Chrys and Maura leave their 
mark at the unveiling of a new Bosa Property in 
Coquitlam

1

2

3



“Hi there, just wanted to touch base and thank 

Kevin for a great workshop in Chilliwack today! 

It was delivered really well and I found it very 

informative, which was the consensus of all 

attendees I spoke with. With the abundance of 

workshops out there, it can be tricky to pick one 

that utilizes time well and provides much-needed 

information succinctly, and It Can Happen to 

Anyone did just that! Thank you as well to Diane 

and Catherine, who allowed their story to form 

and be part of such an important movement.”

TAMMY WEBB  
Ann Davis Transition Society

“I cannot recommend Children of the Street  

highly enough. They are doing an excellent job on  

a very sensitive set of issues. We need to ensure 

that they can get their message across in all 

parts of the province. Youth are often lured and 

groomed in small communities all across the 

province, particularly in First Nations communities. 

We need a proactive program like those provided 

by Children of the Street to give youth the tools 

they need to avoid being exploited and trafficked.”

BILL MCELROY 
Capital Region Action Team

TEST IMONIAL S

Each year we receive feedback 

from individuals who have seen 

our workshop or support our 

organization. We are always 

appreciative of the support and 

love to hear the impact that our 

workshops make on individuals 

and in the community. Please 

see below for a sample of the 

feedback we have received this 

year from evaluations, unsolicited 

feedback and support letters. 

Thanks for making the work that 

we do so enjoyable!



“I have been following the work of Children of  

the Street Society for many years and in that time 

it has become clear to me the significant impact 

the Society has in our community and province. 

Through informative and engaging workshops led 

by experienced facilitators, the Children of the 

Street Society is able to reach thousands of youth 

across BC and explore subjects such as boundaries, 

social networks and youth targeting.”

FIN DONNELLY  
MP Coquitlam – Port Moody

“I think the workshop was perfect the way it was. 

Everyone learned and understood a lot of facts 

and signs of gangs, pimps etc. The way they acted 

everything out was perfect because it helps us,  

the students, understand better because it was 

stuff that people actually experience.”

17 YEAR OLD WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT 
Maple Ridge

“I have had this presentation a number of times,  

in different groups and I always appreciate that  

it is current information and very informative–  

in a non-judgmental way.”

PROJECT COORDINATOR  
YES GIRLS GROUP 
Vancouver

“Thank you both for coming to our school  

to speak about the oft-ignored issue of human 

trafficking and sexual exploitation. Your talk, 

which focused on the problems here in British 

Columbia really opened my eyes to how 

common this is right here in our home. The 

recruitment signs were really helpful as well, 

and I will be on the lookout for any friends 

and peers who may succumb to exploiters.”

MALE HIGH SCHOOL WORKSHOP 
PARTICIPANT 
Vancouver
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Children of the Street Society is grateful for the many 

supporters who have provided funds to the Society 

over the years, and played a key role in our success 

and growth. Each contribution has helped us to fill 

a vital gap in the prevention and education of sexual 

exploitation in British Columbia. We are sincerely 

grateful for all current and past support. Thank you  

to our committed members and monthly donors,  

as well as the following funders: 

AL ROADBURG FOUNDATION

AMBLESIDE TIDDLYCOVE LIONS

ANNEX CONSULTING GROUP

AUSTIN PROPERTIES

AVISON YOUNG COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE (B.C . ) INC . 

BC GAMING POLICY AND ENFORCEMENT BRANCH

BC FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES , LADIES AUXILIARY

BOSA PROPERTIES FOUNDATION

BRIDGE CLUB FUNDRAISER

BURNABY ELKS , LODGE NO. 497

BURNABY LOUGHEED LIONS CLUB 

CANADIAN TIRE, COQUITLAM

CHILLIWACK ELKS NO. 48

CIBC

CITY OF COQUITLAM

CITY OF LANGLEY

CITY OF RICHMOND

CITY OF SURREY

CITY OF VANCOUVER

CKNW ORPHANS’ FUND

COAST CAPITAL SAVINGS

CONTACT PRINTING 

COQUITLAM FOUNDATION

COSSETTE VANCOUVER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DIAMOND FOUNDATION

FIRST WEST FOUNDATION 

FRATERNAL ORDER OF EAGLES CHARITY FOUNDATION

HOUSSIAN FAMILY FOUNDATION 

JOHN HARDIE MITCHELL FAMILY FOUNDATION

JOY SMITH FOUNDATION

KEITH AND BETTY BEEDIE FOUNDATION

LANGLEY ELKS NO. 259

LANGLEY LIONS CLUB

LOHN FOUNDATION

LOYAL PROTESTANT ASSOCIATION

KAREN MORI & ASSOCIATES LTD.

MCCARTHY TÉTRAULT FOUNDATION

METRO VANCOUVER

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN

PLEA COMMUNITY SERVICES SOCIETY OF BC

PORT MOODY FOUNDATION

PORT COQUITLAM COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

RONA , AUSTIN HEIGHTS , COQUITLAM 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION, BRANCH 263

SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE LANGLEYS

SILVER WHEATON

SPENCERCREO FOUNDATION

SURREY CARES FOUNDATION

TELUS COMMUNITY AMBASSADORS FRASER VALLEY

THE AMIR & YASMIN VIRANI FAMILY FOUNDATION

THE EDITH LANDO CHARITABLE FOUNDATION 

THE EVENING OPTIMIST CLUB OF COQUITLAM

THE HAMBER FOUNDATION

THE LEON AND THEA KOERNER FOUNDATION

THE MCLEAN FOUNDATION

TOWNSHIP OF LANGLEY

VANCITY MAILLARDVILLE

WEST VANCOUVER COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

WIAN BRANDING

ZONE BOWLING COQUITLAM

S UPPORTER S



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

KRISTAL LOW, President

STACEY LAMBERT, Vice President

SARAH HARRIS , Treasurer

LEANNE ATKINSON, Director

JO-ANN CARTER , Director

STEPHANIE FRANCO, Director

OSCAR RAMOS, Director

TREVOR RITCHIE, Director

SHANA RIVETT, Director

 

STAFF

DIANE SOWDEN, Executive Director

MIRANDA DE JONG, Program Manager

ESTHER ASIRVATHAM, Administrative Officer

CHRYSABELLE CHOE, Fund Development Coordinator

MAURA FITZPATRICK , Fundraising Manager

KEV LESCISIN, Program Coordinator

JANNELLE DYCK , Project Manager

STEPHANIE MOSS , Program Assistant

THANK YOU TO OUR 2014/2015  
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

BEN BENGTSON

ANZAL KAMRAN

SAVANNAH MCKENZIE

SHARLENE PETIGARA

WELCOME TO OUR 2015/2016  
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

MARK AULAKH

AJAY ERASMUS

SIOBHAN KIRLEW

KAYLAN LEE

2014 -2015
BOARD OF 
D I R EC TOR S  

&  S TA FF



 

208-1130 Austin Avenue 

Coquitlam, BC  Canada V3K 3P5

Tel: 604 777 7510 

Fax: 604 525 0024 

Toll Free: 1 877 551 6611

   facebook.com/childrenofthestreetsociety 

   twitter.com/childrenofthest


