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TO TAKE A PROACTIVE
APPROACH THROUGH PUBLIC
AWARENESS, EDUCATION
AND EARLY INTERVENTION
STRATEGIES TO PREVENT
THE SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING
OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH,
WHILE OFFERING SUPPORT
TO FAMILIES.

I SI O N
A WORLD WHERE
CHILDREN AND YOUTH
ARE SAFE AND FREE FROM
ALL FORMS OF SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION.

TWENTY YEARS AGO, THE ISSUE OF
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION WAS A “TABOO”
TOPIC THAT WAS NOT DISCUSSED IN HOMES,
SCHOOLS OR IN THE COMMUNITY.
This year marks our 20 th year anniversary
since the incorporation of Children of the
Street Society as a non-profit society.
Since 1995, Children of the Street Society
has been at the forefront of providing
sexual exploitation prevention services to
youth, service providers, parents and care
providers. Twenty years ago, the issue of
sexual exploitation was a “taboo” topic that
was not discussed in homes, schools or in the
community. Since then, through the dedication,
hard work and the passion of our amazing staff,
directors and members, Children of the Street
Society has become one of the leading nonprofit organizations in British Columbia on
raising awareness of sexual exploitation and
for providing prevention work within
our communities and homes.

Over the last 20 years, we have successfully
delivered close to 10,000 workshops across
British Columbia and reached close to
400,000 youth, ages 11 to 18! The demand
from schools and communities to deliver
workshops and presentations on preventing
and protecting our youth and communities
from sexual exploitation continues to grow
exponentially. In 2013/2014 alone, our TCO2
program delivered an unprecedented 642
workshops to over 26,000 youth participants
ages 11–18. This is the highest number of
workshops delivered in a single school year
since Children of the Street was formed.
Our programs for adult audiences also
continue to increase with audiences ranging
from parents, caregivers, service providers,
law enforcement, health professionals,
school personnel, post-secondary students,
and general community groups. In this past
year, we presented to over 1,300 adult
participants across the province.
In addition to our workshops, our Youth Art
Engagement Project successfully completed
its fourth year and engaged 32 high-risk
youth groups including youth in alternative
education programs, Aboriginal youth,
newcomer youth, youth of minority groups
and youth who identify as LGBTQ. The Youth
Art Engagement Project works collaboratively
with youth to empower them by fostering
youth leadership and voice by creating an
artistic social justice art piece to celebrate
the youth’s work while enabling youth to truly
demonstrate their understanding of
the issue of sexual exploitation to the greater
community as well as raise public awareness
about the issue of sexual exploitation.
This year’s youth art engagement project
was showcased at Winslow Centre and
welcomed over 100 guests.
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Children of the Street also continues
to work with our community partners
and law enforcement on the Predator
Watch campaign, a multimedia/law
enforcement strategy initiated by Children
of the Street. This campaign started in
2009 and featured print, television, radio
and online components to let predators
know that the community is “on watch”.
In 2009, the campaign featured posters
of police officers wearing realistic masks
of children to target internet predators that
undercover officers were online. In 2010,
the Predator Watch website was launched
to provide visitors with news, resources
and information on how to report child
sexual exploitation and in 2012, we released
two video campaigns to illustrate what
it is like for exploited youth.

With the rise of technology by predators
in targeting youth, in 2013, Children of the
Street launched the Just One Photo
campaign, which featured the story of a
young girl who shared a private photo online
with someone she trusted, and which was
ultimately posted on the internet. This
campaign highlighted the increasing power
new technologies have in distributing
potentially harmful content. This year,
we have started phase one of the Parent’s
Project, a print and video campaign that
features three teens who receive seemingly
“innocent” texts from a predator who
interacts with the teens in an inappropriate
way. This campaign sends the message that
online predators are not always obvious
about their intentions, and even intelligent
kids can be caught off guard.
Despite our many successes and continued
progress over these last 20 years, our fight
is not over. The use of new technology to
target youth has become more sophisticated
and the issue of sexual exploitation (online
or otherwise) and human trafficking continues
to grow. Children of the Street’s tireless
work and outreach to the communities over
the past two decades has inspired, motivated
and galvanized many others across the
province and Canada and we hope that you
will join us in our vision of a world where
children and youth are safe and free from
all forms of sexual exploitation!

KRISTAL LOW President
February 1, 2015
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1998 - Changes to the Child Protection
• 
Act allow authorities to prevent exploiters
from having contact with a youth

20 years has gone by so fast, and so much has
changed since Children of the Street Society
started with a group of concerned parents in
1995. I would have never believed that what
started as a personal concern for my family
and their safety would turn into a province
wide non-profit organization and be seen as
a leader in the field of prevention education
on sexual exploitation and human trafficking.
To celebrate our 20 th anniversary this
year, we launched our new daisy campaign.
This campaign unites the colour fuchsia
(which is the provincial colour for sexual
exploitation awareness) with a daisy, a
symbol that easily calls to mind childhood
innocence. We have created lapel pins which
we have started to distribute provincially,
with the hopes of eventually developing a

national symbol. We need your help to make
this campaign a success. Please stand with
us on this initiative by purchasing a daisy for
yourself and helping us to distribute them
to your network.

Language makes a big difference. In 1995,
the term child prostitute was used to refer
to victims of sexual exploitation. This term
carried connotations of choice and consent
which are both lacking when a child is sexually
exploited. The switch to the use of the
term sexual exploitation better conveys the
fact that exploiters are taking advantage of
vulnerable youth. The VPD went one step
further and in 2013, branded their former
VICE unit as the Counter Exploitation Unit.
Again, this helped to remove the blame
from the victim and placed the fault on the
exploiters and traffickers. This work is
constantly ongoing and our society is now
beginning to realize that child pornography
should actually be labelled as child sexual
abuse images. These are all great steps
forward that help to view the issue as
a form of child abuse.
Sexual exploitation started out as a crime
that occurred in person and on the streets.
Our name, Children of the Street, was
reflective of the issue in 1995. Now, just
about every aspect of sexual exploitation
has moved online from luring and grooming,
to selling and procurement. This makes
it a crime that is all too easy to ignore.
Unfortunately, the movement of exploitation
online has also made it one of the most
difficult crimes to prosecute.

Although technology has added so much to
our lives, it has also placed vulnerable children
and youth in harm’s way. While the issue of
sexual exploitation is not new, it continues
to evolve due to the advancements and
accessibility of technology. As a result, new
opportunities have materialized for predators
to reach young people, particularly online,
through chat rooms, social networking sites
and gaming applications.
Advancements in technology have been one
of the biggest changes in the area of sexual
exploitation and human trafficking in the
past three or four years, but many more
changes have occurred during the course
of our 20 year history. Here are just a few of
the changes in the field of sexual exploitation
since Children of the Street Society was
incorporated in 1995.

1999 - First Annual STOP Sexual Exploitation
• 
of Children and Youth Week proclaimed
2000 - Proposed Secure Care laws struck
• 
down
2005 - Human Trafficking laws change
• 
• 
2008 - The legal age of sexual consent
is raised from 14 to 16
2010 - Children of the Street Society runs
• 
their first Youth Art Engagement Project
2010 - First Predator Watch campaign
• 
is launched
2014 - First conviction in BC for Human
• 
Trafficking of a minor

Since 1995, Children of the Street Society
has grown substantially due to the need
and demand throughout our province for
prevention, education, early intervention
and ongoing support for sexually exploited
and trafficked children and youth, as well as
their families. Currently, our staff is not able
to keep up with the demand for the requests
for services we are receiving. For the second

year in a row, we have delivered a record
breaking number of prevention and education
workshops.
In 1995, we struggled to gain permission
to speak to grade 10 and 11 classes and, this
year, we have received requests for classroom
presentations as young as grade 3! Although it
is shocking that our children need to be thinking
about these issues at such a young age, the good
news is that society is starting to recognize the
benefits of prevention education in keeping
their children and youth safe.
It is critical that we avoid putting our kids
in harm’s way by educating them about healthy
relationships, the risks associated with technology,
our laws and consequences, the permanency
of their decisions for themselves and others,
and most importantly to provide them with
an opportunity to make informed decisions.
Children of the Street Society would not
be where we are today without the dedicated
support of our many funders, supporters and
advocates. I am humbled and overwhelmed
that you have joined me in the fight to create a
world where children and youth are free from
all forms of sexual exploitation. Although the
last 20 years have not been easy, it has helped
to know that I am not alone. I look forward
to many more years of work alongside such
an enthusiastic and dedicated group of people.
Thank you for caring,

DIANE SOWDEN Executive Director
February 2015
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Workshop facilitators

Sharlene and Anzal (L)

and Ben and Savannah

(R) present TCO² wor

kshops to students

PRO G R A M S

TCO²:

TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES,
TAKING CARE OF OTHERS

It was another successful year for
our school-based, preventative, educational
program TCO2 (Taking Care of Ourselves,
Taking Care of Others). There was
an extremely high demand for our unique
and engaging workshop focused on
the prevention of human trafficking, more
specifically the sexual exploitation of
children and youth. In fact, it was another
record setting year for Children of the
Street Society, as the TCO2 workshop was
delivered 642 times, the most ever in our 19
year history, to 26,747 youth in 28 different
communities all across British Columbia!
We also saw an increase in requests from
audiences that are considered high-risk.
We presented 105 workshops for high-risk
groups in the 2013/2014 school year, which
accounts for 16% of our total workshop
delivery. These high-risk audiences include:
alternate education programs, youth-groups,
gang diversion programs, residents of youth
custody, ESL and new immigrant youth as
well as those that are currently in sexually
exploitive situations.

The issue of sexual exploitation has
dramatically shifted online with the advent
of new technology and because of that,
we have been receiving numerous requests
to present to audiences starting at younger
ages. Therefore, last year, TCO2 developed
the workshop so that it would be ageappropriate to students as young as grade
5 and this year we have even received
requests from grade 4 teachers.
In addition to all of the hard work
our four Workshop Facilitators conducted
throughout the lower mainland and in the
Fraser Valley, we also presented to numerous
audiences in other parts of the Province.
We presented 40 workshops out-of-town
for 1,972 students in Bella Coola, Vancouver
Island and the Sunshine Coast. TCO2 was also
a part of various conferences, events and
forums, such as: the BC School Counsellors
Association Conference, the BC Crime
Prevention Resource Fair, Gathering
Our Voices Conference, BC Alternate
Education Association Conference, Teachers
of Home Economics Specialist Association
Conference, as well as many school-based
health fairs and social responsibility forums.

TCO² HIGHLIGHTS
• In partnership with PLEA’s Onyx
Program, TCO2 travelled to Bella Coola in
October to deliver workshops for every
student in the community in grades 6–12
• In partnership with the Office to
Combat Trafficking In Persons (OCTIP),
TCO2 presented to 100 students at the
Gathering Our Voices Conference in
Vancouver
• TCO2 presented to every resident at the
Burnaby Youth Custody Centre
• In partnership with SD46, our
Facilitators presented 20 workshops
for 1,054 youth on the Sunshine Coast

IT CAN HAPPEN TO

ANYONE

ITCHA/HOPE HIGHLIGHTS
• Our Executive Director, Diane Sowden,
presented 2 hours of education to
members of the community and staff
from the RCMP Victim Services during
a trip to Bella Coola

Similar to our youth education, we saw
an increase in demand for our adult
education. Our two programs, It Can Happen
to Anyone (ITCHA) and Helping Others Prevent
Exploitation (HOPE), are geared towards
various adult audiences including: teachers,
principals, parents, youth workers, police,
service providers and other professionals.
From September 2013 to August 2014, our
adult education workshops were delivered
47 times, which equates to 90.25 hours
of education, for 1,218 participants across
British Columbia.

• Presented to over 150 officials at
the Capital Region Action Team Human
Trafficking and Sexual Exploitation
Workshop in November
• Delivered a workshop for high-risk
youth at the Daughters and Sisters
Addiction Treatment Program in Surrey

Diane Sowden providing an ITCHA workshop

• Trained over 250 nurses at
the Vancouver Coastal Health Annual
Youth Clinic Inservice in June
• Travelled to Penticton in partnership
with the South Okanagan Victims
Assistance Society, to present
to parents and educators in the
surrounding communities
• Presented to members of the LGBTQ
community at Gab Youth’s Qmunity
drop-in centre

the
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PRO G R A M S

PARENT

“INDIVIDUALS FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE HAVE EXPERIENCED
EXPLOITATION.”
— Deborah’s Gate Program Manager

MANUAL

In June 2014, Children of the Street received
federal funding from the Department
of Justice to complete a project entitled
Working Together to Support Victims & Families
of Sexual Exploitation and Human Trafficking.
This project is a capacity-building project
designed to improve support for youth
and families specifically affected by sexual
exploitation and human trafficking in British
Columbia. The purpose of the project is to
educate parents and caregivers on the topic
of sexual exploitation and human trafficking
while increasing access to legal information,
resources, and community supports.
The project will include a multi-faceted
and comprehensive toolkit for parents
and caregivers that will serve as a valuable
guide by providing pertinent and up-todate information on the Canadian Criminal
Code, current trends in social and mass
media, and material on sexual exploitation
including educational websites and available
community programming and resources.

Project Lead, Stephanie Moss, has conducted
extensive research in the Lower Mainland
with a variety of community stakeholders
including experiential voices, parents affected
by the issue of sexual exploitation, frontline
service providers and law enforcement
personnel. The project will include valuable
voices that reflect the nature of the issue
in British Columbia. The project is well under
way and will be launched this year!

“SEXUAL EXPLOITATION IS AN ISSUE THAT AFFECTS FAMILIES
AND COMMUNITIES AS A WHOLE. SEXUAL EXPLOITATION DOES
NOT DISCRIMINATE. THERE IS HELP OUT THERE AND OTHER
WHO HAVE FACED THE SAME CHALLENGES.”
— PLEA Onyx Program

“THE EARLIER YOU BRING UP THE CONVERSATION WITH
CHILDREN, THE MORE YOU’VE NORMALIZED
THE CONVERSATION.”
— Experiential voice

PREDATOR

WATCH
Each year Children of the Street Society
takes on a community wide awareness
initiative through the Predator Watch
Program. This year’s campaign picks up
right where the previous campaign,
Just One Photo, left off by continuing to focus
on cell phones as a tool that exploiters use
to connect with youth.
The campaign, developed by Cossette
Vancouver, features three youth receiving
texts from a predator who sounds like
a friend. For instance the messages say,
“I like your taste in music” or “I’m here if
you need to talk”. The text bubbles are seen
lifting items of clothing such as a skirt, shirt
or tank top strap. The message is intended to
reach out to parents and let them know that
“A predator can sound a lot like a friend. Talk
to your kids about sexual exploitation.” This
campaign features three print ads that will
be displayed in transit shelters, and posters
distributed throughout the lower mainland.
It also includes a 30-second video spot.
Through Children of the Street Society’s
community based presentations, the need for
this campaign became clear. Although many
parents would never allow their child to have
a computer in their room, many youth are
allowed cell phones without any restrictions.
These devices function the same as a computer,
but parents don’t see them that way.
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“You hold your child’s hand when they cross
the street, you watch them like a hawk at the
playground, you safely deliver them to school
because you want to protect them and then
you give them a mobile device or a computer
and let them take it into their bedroom,”
said Diane Sowden, Executive Director
of Children of The Street Society, in the
Canadian Women’s Foundation report
‘From Heartbreaking to Groundbreaking’,
“You think they are safe and sound at home.
Little do you know you’ve invited the bad
guys into their bedroom.”
The campaign launched January 12th and
received instant media attention. CKNW,
Global TV’s BC1, Tri City News, Tri City
Now and several marketing journals ran
stories on the campaign. On the first day
of the campaign, the YouTube and Facebook
versions of the video had already received
over 5,000 views.

LAST SCHOOL YEAR, 37 DISCLOSURES WERE RECEIVED
AS A DIRECT RESULT OF OUR SCHOOL BASED EDUCATION

PRO G R A M S

SUPPORTING
CHILDREN,
YOUTH AND FAMILIES
DEALING WITH SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION AND HUMAN
TRAFFICKING

As a result of increased education and
awareness on the issue of sexual exploitation,
combined with advancements and accessibility
of technology, Children of the Street Society
continues to receive a high number of
disclosures as a direct result of our school
based program TCO². Last school year,
37 disclosures were received as a direct
result of our school based education.
Most of our disclosures (73%) were
for low to medium need situations, showing
that we are educating youth at the earliest
stage possible thus preventing a costly,
and complicated intervention in the later
stages of exploitation.
Each disclosure is unique, but the top
5 themes from this year include: Sexual
Exploitation (17%), Gang related issues (17%),
Sexual Abuse (10%), Potential recruitment
(35%), and Online Luring or Exploitation (21%).
Although our interventions vary,
Children of the Street Society works with
outside community agencies to ensure that
a young person receives the appropriate
resources and support. 57% of our
disclosures involved Children of the Street

Pete r Ver ge inte rviews

Ms. Flem ing abo ut her

art pieces for Shaw Cab
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Society providing some form of follow up,
15% were referred to a counsellor or support
worker, 12% to a teacher, 10% to an Onyx
worker and 6% to Law Enforcement.
In addition, Children of the Street Society
continues to receive requests for support
from parents and caregivers who have a
child or youth that is at high risk or sexual
exploitation or who is sexually exploited.
Each year, the Society provides direct
support to approximately 70 families and/
or service providers with concerns about
a young person. Through our long standing
partnerships, we continue to work with law
enforcement, child protection, educators
and service providers as well as a variety
of social programs in order to support young
people and their families.

YOUTH ART
ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

In partnership with the SpencerCreo
Foundation, The Amir and Yasmin Virani
Family Foundation, BC Gaming Policy and
Enforcement Branch, CKNW Orphan’s Fund,
Metro Vancouver and the BC Office of Civil
Forfeiture, Children of the Street Society
was able to run another year of its successful
Youth Art Engagement Project. This was the
fourth installment of the Project and it was
the most successful year yet. Children of the
Street Society was able to offer this amazing
Project to three different groups in Coquitlam
and Vancouver. Over a period of nine weeks,
our Workshop Facilitators were able to raise
awareness, foster leadership, and actively
engage youth from Coquitlam Alternate
Basic Education (CABE), Centennial
Secondary’s Transition and GSA students,
and the Urban Native Youth Association’s
Aries Program.

Workshop facilitator Ashleigh
Eaton poses with Youth Art
participants at the year-end
art gallery

The goal of the Project is to prevent the
sexual exploitation of children and youth
while creating a platform for students to
express themselves through social justice
art. The participants are offered a wide array
of materials to create their pieces, including:
acrylic paint, watercolor paint, clay sculpting,

Who’s P
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spray art, collage, mask-making, spokenword and other performance arts mediums.
Each week the participants are educated on
various topics related to sexual exploitation
and then given time to craft their artwork.
Some of the topics covered were drugs
and alcohol, gender norms and society, social
media and online exploitation, gangs and
the roles of females within them as well
as empowering youth and offering resources
for those that may find themselves in an
exploitive situation.
The Project has become a highlight
for students that are enrolled and each year
we continue to grow off of the success
of the previous Project. In total, 30 youth
and 6 adults participated. Participants from
all of the groups created a total of 31 pieces
of art that were celebrated at our Annual
Youth Art Engagement Project Gallery.
This gallery took place in June, at Winslow
Centre in Coquitlam, and it was a way for
the youth and their artwork to be celebrated.
It also featured a live performance from
three of the participants from Centennial
Secondary. We hope to repeat the success
of this Project in the coming school year!

YOUTH
ART
PROJECT
HEAVEN BEARBOY
ASHLEIGH EATON
Breeze ASHLEIGH EATON
Exploitation of Mistakes 2 KEV
The Comfort of Silence DH

1

Untitled

2

Playground

3
4
5

1

2

3

4

5
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EV EN T S

PROVINCIAL

AWARENESS
WEEK

2014 marked the 16th Annual Stop the Sexual
Exploitation of Children and Youth Awareness
Week. Children of the Street Society again
led the way with creating awareness and
supporting initiatives throughout the
Province. Awareness Week addresses the
importance of supporting community groups
to prevent the sexual exploitation of children
and youth.

Children of the Street Society hosted
its 3rd Annual Celebration of Success at
Hycroft Manor in Vancouver. Over 150
individuals were in attendance, ranging
from government, law enforcement, service
providers, corporate and private funders, and
community agencies who work in partnership
to address the sexual exploitation and human
trafficking of children and youth in B.C.

• Two TCO2 workshops for 60 youth
in Chilliwack were shared as part of
an Awareness Week Community Wrap
Around Initiative in Partnership with
Chilliwack Youth Services

Children of the Street Society celebrated
Awareness Week through supporting and
participating in a variety of events during
the week of March 9 th to 15th.
Community partners (L-R)
Billy Taylor, Larissa Maxwell
and Matthew Taylor pose
with Staff Ashleigh Eaton and
guest Kelsey Lenters

MARCH AWARENESS WEEK HIGHLIGHTS
• T
 CO2 shared a workshop for staff
members at the VanCity Maillardville
Branch; this branch showed support
for Children of the Street Society
by displaying our information and
donation boxes.

The event was emceed by Mr. Bill Good
for the third consecutive year and featured
keynote speaker B.C.’s Crown Counsel
Damienne Darby who shared lessons
learned from her experience dealing with
exploited youth.

• In partnership with the Richmond
Community Action Team, an
interactive table display for youth at
Richmond Center Mall was set up
• In partnership with Youth Unlimited
and Aldergrove Neighbourhood
Services, Children of the Street
Society was part of a panel discussion
during an open community event and
film screening, focused on preventing
sexual exploitation in Langley.
Board memb ers (L-R) Sarah Harris
, Allana Menn ie,
and Krista l Low at our Celeb ration
of Succe ss

COS staff at our Celebration of Success

PUB
NIGHT

Our 5th Annual Pub Night FUNdraiser had
another amazing turn out this year where
close to 100 people came out to support us
at Micky’s Public House on June 26, 2014!
Our guests enjoyed a delicious burger and
drink combo along with a raffle draw for a
16GB Apple iPad, a silent auction filled with
a wide variety of unique prizes, and toonie
toss! Funds raised supported our prevention
education and early intervention schoolbased workshops.
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Staff and Volunteers helped make our pub night a huge success
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FU N DR A I SI N G :
G ET T I N G
I N VO LV ED

HAVE FUN

GEOFF URTON:

MONTHLY
DONOR

& HELP COS HOST A
FUNDRAISER IN 2015

Nita Spittel loves the game of bridge and
thankfully, for us, loves to organize and host
bridge tournaments for her friends and fellow
bridge players.

As a long-time monthly donor, we always
suspected Geoff Urton was a giving-kind
of person, but when we learned he asked
his family to give donations to us, instead of
buying him Christmas gifts last year, it’s safe
to say our suspicions were confirmed!

In 2008, after learning about COS’s work
in preventing the sexual exploitation of
children, she chose us to be her tournament’s
charitable recipient.

Geoff became a monthly donor after doing
online research, looking for an organization
that offered preventative programs to help stop
the sexual exploitation of children and youth.

JOIN GEOFF AND BECOME A
MONTHLY DONOR. IT’S EASY
ON THE BUDGET – GIVING A
SMALL AMOUNT EACH MONTH
REALLY ADDS UP & HELPS
FUND OUR SCHOOL-BASED
WORKSHOPS!

“MOST OF US LOVE CHILDREN. THEIR INNOCENCE
AND VISION OF THE WORLD ARE REALITIES WE
FORGET AND AS SUCH, THEY ENGENDER LOVE AND
A PROTECTIVE INSTINCT IN US. THERE IS MUCH WE
CAN LEARN FROM THEM AND WE MUST PROTECT
THEM. THEY ARE THE FUTURE!”

“I CHOSE CHILDREN OF THE STREET SPECIFICALLY
BECAUSE OF THE PREVENTATIVE APPROACH IT TAKES
AND I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING IT YIELD POSITIVE
OUTCOMES IN BC WITH FEWER YOUNG PEOPLE BEING
DRAWN INTO THE SEX TRADE AND PORNOGRAPHY
INDUSTRY OVER THE COMING YEARS.”

Over the years, through participation fees,
fundraising activities, and donations Nita’s
bridge tournaments have raised almost
$12,000 which has been used to support
our school-based prevention workshops.

Geoff’s monthly donations were used to help
us reach over 26,000 kids through the schoolbased workshops held last school year.

GIVE
A LITTLE –
HELP
A LOT

YOUR DONATIONS
CAN HELP

KEEP
KIDS SAFE

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN BECOMING
A MONTHLY DONOR, YOU CAN JOIN ONLINE
THROUGH OUR WEBSITE
WWW.CHILDRENOFTHESTREET.COM/DONATE.HTML
OR YOU CAN CALL US AT 604.777.7510,
AND WE WOULD BE HAPPY TO PROVIDE
YOU WITH MORE INFORMATION.

Meet Elisabeth, one of our members. Like you,
she believes in our work and understands the
critical need for our programs and services.
Elisabeth remembers very clearly the day she
decided to become a member.
“I was at home listening to the radio.
Bill Good was interviewing Diane Sowden,
and I was immediately drawn into Diane’s
own story about why she started Children
of the Street. Her story resonated with me,
and I knew I had to help in some way.”
After the radio interview, Elisabeth
visited our website to learn more about
our programs and services, that’s when
she decided to become a member.

“WHILE I COULDN’T DO A LOT, I DECIDED I CAN DO
A LITTLE, AND SO I JOINED AS A MEMBER TO HELP
PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THE EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS.
I KNEW MEMBERSHIP FEES WOULDN’T COVER MUCH,
SO, WHEN I CAN, I LIKE TO DONATE TOO.”
MEMBERSHIP FEES BRING
IN, ON AVERAGE, ALMOST
$500 EACH YEAR ANNUALLY.
THIS IS WHY YOUR
DONATIONS ARE VITAL.
IF YOU CAN HELP, PLEASE
SEND IN A DONATION TODAY!

There is no doubt Elisabeth is a giver.
In addition to her membership and donations,
she puts her love of sewing and knitting to
good use. This year, she’s donated a beautiful
crocheted blanket as an item for use in our
silent auction at our Celebration of Success
event this March.
“I’m happy to support the wonderful
work of Children of the Street Society.”
And we are so thankful for her support!
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T ES T I M O N I A L S

“The issue of sexual exploitation is a very real issue affecting
children, youth, and families today. With advancement and accessibility
of technology, young people have increasingly become vulnerable
to sexually exploitive situations; therefore it is critical that they are
provided with the appropriate tools and information in order to
safeguard themselves and their peers”
Butterflies

KELSEY

—ROB RAI Manager Safe Schools
Surrey School District

“ONE OF THE PRESENTATIONS WAS DONE AT AN ALTERNATE SCHOOL THAT CAN BE A MORE
CHALLENGING CROWD TO ENGAGE AND TURNED OUT TO BE SOME OF THE MOST INTERESTED,
RESPONSIVE AND PARTICIPATORY CROWDS THAT TOOK IN THE INFORMATION. I THINK THIS SPEAKS
TO THE INFORMATION REFLECTING CURRENT TRENDS IN YOUTH’S EXPERIENCE AS WELL AS THE
QUALITY OF THE PRESENTERS AND HOW THEY DELIVERED THE INFORMATION.”
—BRENDA LISTOEN Reconnect Worker
Chilliwack Community Services

“There is a common misconception among our students that sexual
exploitation and human trafficking doesn’t happen in Port Coquitlam,
or can’t happen to them and their friends. TCO² does a great job of
explaining to our students that this issue can affect anyone regardless
of their age, gender, where they live, or their economic status.”

“Prior to the workshop, my knowledge of sex trafficking was limited,
despite my last eight years of experience as an active Youth Worker
in Richmond. The TCO² workshop completely opened my eyes to the
hidden terror in Richmond”

—HENRY JIUN-HSIEN YAO Youth Development Coordinator
—HARRIETTE CHANG School Counsellor

City Centre Community Association

Maple Creek Middle School

“ON MULTIPLE OCCASIONS OUR STUDENTS HAVE COME TO US AFTER THE WORKSHOPS AND LET
US KNOW THEY HAVE A FRIEND BEING SEXUALLY EXPLOITED OR THAT THEY THEMSELVES HAVE
BEEN IN SIMILAR SITUATIONS. DUE TO THE COMFORTABLE AND OPEN CONVERSATIONS, THEY FEEL
SAFE AND SECURE TO TALK ABOUT THE MANY SITUATIONS THEY HAVE EXPERIENCED OR MAY BE
CONTINUING TO EXPERIENCE.”
—NICOLE WATSON Program Manager
Aries Alternative School

Puppet
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Children of the Street Society is grateful
for the many supporters who have provided
funds to the Society over the years, and
played a key role in our success and growth.
Each contribution has helped us to fill a
vital gap in the prevention and education
of sexual exploitation in British Columbia.
We are sincerely grateful for all current and
past support. Thank you to our committed
members and monthly donors, as well as
the following funders:
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AUSTIN PROPERTIES
BC GAMING POLICY AND ENFORCEMENT BR ANCH
BOSA PROPERTIES FOUNDATION
BRIDGE CLUB FUNDR AISER
C ANADIAN TIRE, COQUITL AM
CIBC
CIT Y OF COQUITL AM
CIT Y OF L ANGLEY
CIT Y OF RICHMOND
CIT Y OF SURREY
CIT Y OF VANCOUVER
CKNW ORPHAN’S FUND
COSSET TE VANCOUVER
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
EYE4U IMAGES
HOUSSIAN FAMILY FOUNDATION
JOY SMITH FOUNDATION
K AREN MORI & ASSOCIATES LTD.
MCC ARTHY TÉTR AULT FOUNDATION
METRO VANCOUVER
MINISTRY OF CHILDREN AND FAMILY DEVELOPMENT
MINISTRY OF JUSTICE
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN-VANCOUVER
PLEA COMMUNIT Y SERVICES SOCIET Y OF BC
PORT MOODY FOUNDATION
PORT COQUITL AM COMMUNIT Y FOUNDATION

RONA , AUSTIN AVENUE, COQUITL AM
SOROPTIMIST INTERNATIONAL OF THE L ANGLEYS
SILVER WHEATON
SPENCERCREO FOUNDATION
SURREY C ARES FOUNDATION
TELUS
THE AMIR & YASMIN VIR ANI FAMILY FOUNDATION
THE DIAMOND FOUNDATION
THE EVENING OPTIMIST CLUB OF COQUITL AM
THE HAMBER FOUNDATION
THE MCLEAN FOUNDATION
TOWNSHIP OF L ANGLEY
VANCIT Y MAILL ARDVILLE BR ANCH
WEST VANCOUVER COMMUNIT Y FOUNDATION
WIAN BR ANDING

2

2013-2014
B OA R D O F
D I R EC TO R S
& S TA FF

STAFF
DIANE SOWDEN
Executive Director

STEPHANIE OWEN
Program Manager

MIRANDA DE JONG
Interim Program Manager

MAURA FITZPATRICK
Fundraising Manager

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
KRISTAL LOW

CHRYSABELLE CHOE

President

Fund Development
Coordinator

STACEY LAMBERT
Vice President

KEV LESCISIN

SARAH HARRIS

Program Coordinator

Treasurer

ALEXANDRA FEHR

JO-ANN CARTER

Program Assistant

Director

STEPHANIE MOSS

STEPHANIE FRANCO

Program Assistant

Director

LEE ANN TOLENTINO

ALLANA MENNIE

Junior Program Assistant

Director

PENNY PRIDDY
Director

OSCAR RAMOS
Director

DARYL SPENCER
Director

11 ANNUAL REPORT 2013–2014 • CHILDREN OF THE STREET SOCIETY

ESTHER ASIRVATHAM
Administrative Officer

THANK YOU TO OUR 2013/2014
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS
ASHLEIGH EATON
DAVID HUNT
TIM LU
TIANA SHARIFI

WELCOME TO OUR 2014/2015
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS
BEN BENGTSON
ANZAL KAMRAN
SAVANNAH MCKENZIE
SHARLENE PETIGARA

FUCHSIA-COLOURED DAISIES
symbolize efforts to prevent the sexual
exploitation of children and youth; the daisy
represents the innocence of childhood and
fuchsia is a combination of red, for the red
light districts, and purple, the provincial
colour for violence prevention. Please wear
a fuchsia daisy pin to help raise awareness.

208-1130 Austin Avenue
Coquitlam, BCCanada V3K 3P5
Tel: 604 777 7510
Fax: 604 525 0024
Toll Free: 1 877 551 6611
   facebook.com/childrenofthestreetsociety
   twitter.com/childrenofthest
Cover artwork: A Future Awaits
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