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MISSION

VISION

 To take a proactive 
approach through  
public awareness, 

education and  
early intervention 

strategies to prevent 
the sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking 
of children and youth, 
while offering support 

to families.

A world where  
children and youth  

are safe and free from  
all forms of  

sexual exploitation.
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2 Children of the Street Society

This year’s annual report represents our 23rd year 

of operation at Children of the Street Society. What 

started with a group of parents coming together to 

stop children from being lured into the sex trade, 

has transformed into an organization dedicated to 

stopping the sexual exploitation of children and youth 

across British Columbia. Over the years, Children 

of the Street Society has grown and developed 

many different programs. The Society is an essential 

resource for parents, children, and youth, and I am 

extremely proud to be a part of this organization.

Due to my 13 years of experience working as an 

Outreach Worker with vulnerable populations, I am 

aware of how predators target children and youth, 

whether it is online, on the streets, in schools or at 

the mall. As a mother of two young girls, I want them 

to be aware of the important warning signs of sexual 

exploitation, and how to protect themselves out in 

the community or online when social media enters 

their lives. I can definitely teach them what to look 

out for from my own experiences in working with 

young people, but I know that learning from younger 

people outside the family home in a creative way 

will probably stick with them more than anything I 

would say. Having the TCO2 program in our schools is 

essential for our children to develop the awareness 

and insight of the predators that are out in our 

communities. This past year, TCO2 provided tips on 

how to stay safe to children as young as 9 years old. 

While it is unfortunate that our children have to learn 

about these dangers, it is essential to their safety. 

As a mother, I feel that my children strongly benefit 

from these important awareness tools, and I feel 

safer knowing that there are programs such as TCO2 

supporting our children and youth.

Sexual exploitation and human trafficking can be very 

difficult topics for parents, and it can be challenging 

to accept that predators are out in our community 

targeting our children. However, Children of the 

Street Society provides an exceptional free resource 

for parents that explains sexual exploitation in detail, 

while highlighting the warning signs that parents 

can look out for. I am certain that our programs are 

extremely valuable, and they help parents develop a 

greater understanding of what is going on behind the 

scenes.

Our organization supports a plethora of parents and 

youth, and our message is becoming more and more 

important by the year. In the era of smartphones and 

new social media applications that put our children 

and youth at-risk, Children of the Street Society’s 

educational tools and resources are vital.

 

 

Leanne Atkinson  

President

LETTER 

   FROM 

       THE 

  PRES IDENT
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The staff at Children of the Street Society had another 

very busy and productive year. As stated in our Annual 

Report, our core programs have all been in high 

demand throughout the province. We are assured that 

we provide a vital service when all of our programs 

have waiting lists due to high demand. Children of the 

Street Society’s workshops deal with issues of sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking, yet some may 

wonder how prevalent these issues truly are. One 

metric for determining the relevance of the work we 

do is by examining the number of youth victims who 

provide disclosures to our staff. Unfortunately, these 

numbers are increasing. But fortunately, our staff 

continue to be a safe and reliable resource for youth 

who have questions, require further support, or exit 

strategies. I often wonder how many young victims 

would remain silent and choose not to seek help 

if our staff were not around to build those trusted 

connections in schools. 

We continue to grow and expand our programs to 

ensure that we are providing relevant and up to-date 

training and information for youth, parents, service 

providers and communities as a whole. Over the past 

year, our Parent and Service Providers Toolkits have 

been widely used throughout the province, either by 

us providing hard copies or individuals downloading 

the Toolkits from our website. Due to the demand of 

the Service Providers Toolkit, a training curriculum 

largely drawn from the Toolkit was developed in 

partnership by Children of the Street Society, the 

Office to Combat Trafficking in Persons (OCTIP) 

and an Advisory Committee. Our voice could not be 

heard without our partners who constantly provide 

key direction and input. 

As a result of the key funding we received from The 

Office to Combat Trafficking in Persons and the 

Federal Department of Justice, we have successfully 

completed the third and final stage of the Service 

Providers Project, the NEXT Training. The purpose 

of our NEXT training sessions was to share the 

knowledge and tools required to establish local 

protocols in an effort to effectively respond to 

situations of child and youth sex trafficking as they 

arise in five BC communities. The intended outcome 

of our NEXT training sessions was to increase the 

number of criminal charges and convictions related to 

the trafficking of youth in BC, explain the importance 

of developing local protocol between key partners, 

strengthen local responses to child and youth 

trafficking, and identify the best ways to support 

trafficked youth through the justice system.

Another very exciting and important program 

curriculum developed in the past year is our 

“Redefining Manhood” workshop. This program is 

led by a male Facilitator, and the goal is to challenge 

young males to speak out against “locker room” 

talk, respect their female peers, and challenge rape 

culture by holding each other accountable. The target 

audience is young males between grade 8-12 and 

university students. Some of the topics covered in the 

interactive workshop include: raising awareness about 

sexual abuse as a men’s issue and local sexual assault 

statistics/case studies.

Children of the Street Society would like to thank 

the experiential voices that provide the foundation 

and direction for all of our programs and services.  

The creation, development, and success of all of 

our programs would not be possible without the 

contribution from individuals who have experienced 

sexual exploitation and human trafficking firsthand. 

Your bravery and courage for speaking out is deeply 

valued.  Our dedication, hard work, and dream to end 

the sexual exploitation and human trafficking of youth 

across British Columbia could not be made possible 

without our community partners, supporters, 

members and funders.

Thank you all for caring,   

 

 

Diane Sowden  
Executive Director

   LETTER FROM  

     THE EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR
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The majority of the time, children and youth are 

groomed into sexual exploitation when they are 

either with their peers or online. Therefore, the key 

to prevention is to ensure children and youth have 

an understanding of the issue, educate them on the 

warning signs, and provide them with tools to help keep 

themselves and their peers safe. Our interactive school 

based TCO2 workshop: Taking Care of Ourselves, Taking 

Care of Others covers a range of topics relating to sexual 

exploitation, including warning signs of grooming, online 

exploitation and sextortion, peer to peer exploitation, 

gangs, and many more. The TCO2 workshop was 

delivered 518 times to 22,909 children and youth in 31 

different communities across British Columbia!

Each year, a new set of Workshop Facilitators are 

hired to create a brand-new workshop, adapting 

new case studies, skits, and activities tailored to the 

trends of the current year. This year, community 

partners who work with victims of sexual exploitation 

reported that almost all of the grooming into sexually 

exploitative situations is now happening online. New 

social media applications that leave youth vulnerable 

continue to surface, including an app called Yellow; 

a location based social app connecting children and 

youth with strangers in their area. In response to 

this current trend and the sustained use of social 

media amongst children and youth, we tailored our 

workshops to focus on online safety with regards to 

online grooming tactics, sexting, and sextortion.

What makes these new apps so dangerous is the 

increased accessibility that young children have to 

technology without supervision. The rate of children 

being exploited online has skyrocketed in 2016/2017, 

and the cases we have seen demonstrate that children 

are being exploited at a younger age year after year. 

To address this shift, we created our first ever grade 

4/5 version of the workshop, which focuses heavily 

on online exploitation and safety, as well as defining 

healthy and unhealthy relationships.

The success of this program and our ability to reach 

31 communities would not have been possible without 

the help of our generous donors and supporters. To 

ensure that this crucial education is accessible to all 

communities and that the cost of inviting us to speak at 

schools and youth groups is not a problem, we provide 

the workshops free of charge and rely on donations to 

fund the program. Thank you to our donors for their 

contributions!

TCO²:  
TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES, 
TAKING CARE OF OTHERS 

Workshop Facilitators Ala’a 
and Amanda open the lines of 
communication to talk about the 
warning signs of an exploitative 
relationship, sexting, and how to 
stay safe while still using technology. 

   PROGR AMS



TCO2 HIGHLIGHTS
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•  In addition to our Workshop delivery across the  

Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley Region, TCO2 

presented to Salt Spring Island, Victoria, Colwood, 

Brackendale, Squamish, Sechelt, Roberts Creek, 

Penticton, North Saanich, Madeira Park,  

Half Moon Bay, Gibsons, Bowen Island, Bella Bella  

and Bella Coola.

•  TCO2 presented to 74 High-Risk Youth Groups.

•  TCO2 presented to all of the Richmond and  

West Vancouver Elementary schools.

•  Our TCO2 Facilitators were featured and praised  

in an article from The Chilliwack Progress newspaper, 

titled “Chilliwack students get frank talk about online 

dangers”. The article emphasizes the importance  

of having TCO2 in Chilliwack schools.
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 PROGR AMS

Our two adult education programs, ITCHA and HOPE, 

teach adults about recognizing, understanding and 

preventing sexual exploitation and human trafficking. 

They are designed for parent groups, service 

providers, police officers, social workers, nurses, 

school staff, students and other adult populations 

that work with youth or intend to work with youth. 

In 2016/2017, we delivered ITCHA and HOPE 

presentations to 1365 participants across British 

Columbia! Our adult education workshops were 

presented 42 times.

Diane and Ala’a attended a conference with the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime. The delegation consisted of government officials from Costa Rica, 
the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and Panama. They 
are looking to implement Children of the Street Society’s low-cost prevention 
and early intervention programs in their respective countries.

ADULT EDUCATION WORKSHOPS

IT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE/HELPING OTHERS  
PREVENT EXPLOITATION: ITCHA/HOPE

Executive Director Diane Sowden 
frequently visits communities outside 
of the lower mainland to present her 
ITCHA and h.o.p.e workshops.

We delivered 
ITCHA and 

HOPE presentations 
to 1,365 

participants across 
British Columbia!
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ITCHA/HOPE HIGHLIGHTS

•  Presented to Victim Services workers at the  

Justice Institute in New Westminster, the Canadian 

Women’s Foundation, and the British Columbia 

Crime Prevention Association in order to provide 

provincial training on our programs and services.

•  Diane was invited speak with UBC Okanagan 

Sociology students regarding our organization’s 

approach to supporting youth victims of sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking. Students 

benefited from Diane’s first hand knowledge on 

these issues, current online exploitation trends,  

and a Q&A session following her presentation.
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Last school year, Children of the Street Society 

received multiple disclosures as a direct result of 

our school based program, TCO2. Our workshop 

facilitators continued to build on our success in 

recent years by giving youth a chance to feel safe 

while asking for help or exit strategies. All youth who 

attend our workshops receive resources about where 

to go for help, and the youth who come forward to 

speak to our facilitators are provided with additional 

support. Although our interventions vary, Children 

of the Street Society continues to work with outside 

community agencies to provide appropriate resources 

and support. 

In addition, Children of the Street Society continues 

to receive direct requests for support from parents 

and caregivers who have a child or youth that is at 

high risk of sexual exploitation or who is sexually 

exploited. Each year, the Society is able to provide 

direct support to approximately 60-70 families and/or 

service providers with concerns about a young person. 

This level of service puts us at our maximum capacity 

and shows the need for a dedicated parent support 

program. Through our long standing partnerships, 

we continue to work with law enforcement, child 

protection, educators and service providers as well as 

a variety of social programs in order to support young 

people and their families. For concerned parents  

who need resources and information, we continue  

to provide our Parent Toolkit on our website:  

www.childrenofthestreet.com/parents 

This past year, we also launched our Service Provider 

Toolkit online and provide ongoing workshops to 

service providers within the province on the contents 

of the toolkit. The Toolkit educates service providers 

on a variety of topics, including: support principles, 

working in collaboration, understanding the justice 

system, and how to support a trafficked youth 

through the justice system, amongst many others. 

We are also getting requests from groups in other 

provinces who would like access to our training 

material. The toolkit is available on our website:  

www.childrenofthestreet.com/serviceproviders

We have been providing training for service providers 

working with parents on how to use the toolkit 

and equip them with ways to provide on-the-

ground support for parents and families affected by 

this issue. Each training session includes up to 30 

people from fields that are related to working with 

victims of sexual exploitation and human trafficking. 

We continue to provide the training program in 

partnership with the Office to Combat Trafficking 

In Persons. We have trained service providers in 

Penticton, Prince George, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, 

Mission and Victoria. In 2018, we will be presenting 

our final training session in Burnaby.

SUPPORTING CHILDREN, YOUTH  
AND FAMILIES DEALING WITH  
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION  
AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Talking to your teen about sexual 
exploitation can certainly be intimidating. 
Our parent toolkit continues to help 
guardians with those tough conversations.
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YOUTH ART ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

For the 7th year, Children of the Street Society ran its 

successful Youth Art Engagement Project in partnership 

with the Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General,  

Province of British Columbia, BC Gaming, City of 

Coquitlam, CKNW Orphans’ Fund, Coast Capital 

Savings, the Edith Lando Charitable Foundation, 

Spencer Creo Foundation and the Keith and Betty 

Beedie Foundation.  

The purpose of this unique Project is to provide 

youth who are at high risk of or who are being 

sexually exploited to use their voices and strengthen 

their communities. The Project accomplishes its 

purpose by engaging youth in meaningful and critical 

discussions on topics relating to sexual exploitation 

and channeling their thoughts on the issues by 

engaging them in creating social justice art work.

The high risk youth groups are paired with our 

Workshop Facilitators for a series of 9 weeks with two 

hour sessions each week; one for education and one for 

art. At the end of the 9 weeks, a Gallery is hosted on 

their behalf to showcase their art and to honour their 

voices amongst their families, peers, and community.

This past year, the participants were offered a variety 

of mediums to create their pieces, including: acrylic 

paint, watercolor paint, clay sculpting, spray art, 

collage, wood, spoken word, and more. Some of  

the topics covered were: drugs and alcohol party 

culture, gender norms and society, exploitative 

relationships, gangs, and debunking common myths 

around sexual exploitation.

We offered this Project to three different groups in 

the Tri-Cities this year which included Coquitlam 

Alternate Basic Education (CABE), CLC, and Suwa’lkh 

Aboriginal School. Over the period of nine weeks, our 

Workshop Facilitators were able to empower, foster 

critical thinking, and actively engage the 31 youth 

participants who created a total of 36 art pieces by 

the end of the project.

Alongside 80 attendees, we celebrated their completion 

of the Program at our Annual Youth Art Engagement 

Project Celebratory Gallery at the Winslow Centre in 

Coquitlam. We are looking forward to repeating the 

success of this Project in the coming school year!

Workshop Facilitator Ala’a and a Youth Art participant 
(pictured in this photo) built a strong connection 

throughout the 9-week program. Ala’a continues to be 
his mentor, and they spend time together weekly.
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10 Children of the Street Society
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“I made this piece after being inspired by Children 
of the Street to contribute to the fight against 
sexual exploitation” - Youth Art Participant

“Suffocation of Society”, by a Youth Art Participant: “This piece represents 
those trapped by exploitation. The figure symbolizes the individuals who 
are forced and held back by a drug addiction, an abusive friend/ lover, gang 
violence or prostitution, which are depicted as the red arms.”
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Each year, Children of the Street Society takes on 

a community wide awareness initiative through the 

Predator Watch Program. Last year’s campaign, 

“Uncertain Terms” focused on the issue of sextortion: 

the use of sexual images to blackmail for further 

images/videos, sexual favours, money, or other things. 

The campaign features a photo series of three teens 

who receive warning messages as they are about 

to send an explicit photo to someone else. These 

“Uncertain Terms” are not always provided in real life 

and serve as a warning to children and youth about the 

dangers of image sharing and sextortion.

The campaign also included a 30 second PSA which 

aired on CBC and the Shaw network of stations and 

three posters which were distributed across the 

province and displayed in transit shelters across the 

Lower Mainland. The video shows a young girl who 

considers sharing a nude photo online, but warning 

notifications keep popping up on her screen. The pop 

up disclaimers say things like “by sending this photo, 

you agree to do as the recipient demands, including but 

not limited to sending more compromising photo”, and 

“by sending this photo, you hereby relinquish all control 

of your privacy and personal decisions”. This campaign 

also challenges youth to think about the potential 

consequences of sharing compromising photos or 

videos due to online permanency.

Our upcoming 2018 Predator Watch campaign will 

address the important role of males in preventing 

sexual violence. The campaign’s theme is related to 

our new program, “Redefining Manhood: Challenging 

Young Men to Speak Out Against Male Exploiters and 

Locker Room Talk”. By educating young males about 

holding themselves and other males accountable, 

we hope to combat the increasing rates of male 

sexual violence and the demand to buy sex. The 2018 

Predator Watch campaign is going to launch in March 

during Stop Sexual Exploitation of Children and Youth 

Awareness Week. 

PREDATOR WATCH

 PROGR AMS

There are some very thought-provoking and 
gripping visuals created for our “Uncertain Terms” 
campaign.
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SERVICE PROVIDER TOOLKIT 
AND TRAINING

TROO / BRO

Children of the Street Society’s comprehensive 

Service Provider Toolkit has been shared with 

hundreds of social service providers responding 

to situations of youth sex trafficking across British 

Columbia. We received multiple requests from 

groups in other provinces who wanted access to 

our training material. Therefore, this past year, 

we launched the toolkit online to make it easier 

for service providers to access it. In conjunction 

with the Ministry of Justice, Children of the Street 

has been presenting ongoing training sessions and 

materials for service providers on the topic of sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking. The specialized 

training sessions are based on the contents of the 

toolkit. In 2016/2017, we travelled to Penticton, Prince 

George, Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission and Victoria 

to present these training sessions. The feedback 

has been overwhelmingly positive, as participants 

learned to establish a formalized protocol for a more 

coordinated response to situations of youth sex 

trafficking in communities. They also learned about 

the unique complexities of human trafficking cases and 

how to properly support a youth that is going through 

the criminal justice system.

Children of the Street Society, in partnership with 

the Vancouver Police Department, continues to run 

two diversion programs, Total Respect of Ourselves & 

Others (TROO) and Being Respectful of Others (BRO). 

These two programs were created in an effort 

to curb the sexual exploitation of youth involved 

in sexting and image sharing; while educating the 

parents of those youth during a full day of education. 

Referrals come from School Liaison officers and 

VPD’s Youth Services Unit. Youth referred to the 

program attend a session on the legal consequences 

of sexting, self-exploitation and peer-to-peer 

exploitation while their parents or caregivers attend 

a session learning about setting boundaries and how 

they can reinforce safe digital relationships among 

teens and their peers. It is also an opportunity for 

parents to learn about new and potentially harmful 

social media applications and stay updated on what 

their children may be exposed to online. 

The demand for this program has skyrocketed 

due to the increased rate of youth being sexually 

exploited online. At Children of the Street Society, 

we emphasize that sexting does not only affect girls, 

as boys are frequently blackmailed by peers and online 

predators as well. Cybertip.ca recently reported that 

there has been an “89% increase in Canadian boys being 

victims of sextortion over the past 2 years”.

Kev Lescisin
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CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS

Children of the Street Society hosted its 6th annual 

Celebration of Success at the Diamond Ballroom 

in Vancouver. Kicking off B.C.’s provincial Sexual 

Exploitation Awareness Week, this event was an 

opportunity to thank our partners in law enforcement. 

Four awards (Prevention, Intervention, Support and 

Community) were given to individuals and organization 

who work tirelessly to end the sexual exploitation and 

human trafficking of children and youth. Recipients 

included: RCMP Human Trafficking Unit, Vancouver 

Police Department Counter Exploitation Unit, 

Vancouver Police Department Youth Services Section 

TROO/BRO Program and Yankee 20 Joint Partnership 

High-Risk Youth Car VPD/MCFD. The evening also 

included live music by the Jim Burton Trio, exquisite 

food, a silent auction featuring a variety of awesome 

prizes and a grand prize raffle of two return tickets 

anywhere WestJet flies. 

PROVINCIAL AWARENESS WEEK

2017 marked the 19th Annual Stop the Sexual 

Exploitation of Children and Youth Awareness Week.  

This week addresses the importance of working 

together to prevent the sexual exploitation of 

children and youth.

Children of the Street Society celebrated  

Awareness Week through supporting and 

participating in a variety of important events  

during the week of March 6th to 12th.

Children of the Street Society’s Tiana Jacquet speaks  
at our annual Canvas of Change event.

   EVENTS

(Left) Kevin Parkinson and Karen Zilke receive our Partner in Community 
Award for the Yankee 20 Joint Partnership High Risk Youth Car VPD/MCFD.

Port Moody - Coquitlam MLA, Linda Reimer, speaks at our 
Celebration of Success event.
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•  Children of the Street Society launched our Predator 

Watch campaign on the issue of sextortion, or the 

use of sexual images to blackmail for further images, 

videos or sexual favours. The campaign featured a 

30 second PSA, 30 transit shelter ads and posters 

distributed across the province. The PSA was aired 

on CBC and the Shaw network of stations.

•  Due to the increasing reports of sextortion and 

the relevancy of this campaign, Diane Sowden was 

interviewed by multiple news outlets such as: CBC 

(TV, radio and web), Tri-City News, Global, Daily 

Hive, City TV, Powell River News, Metro Vancouver, 

and CKNW.

•  Children of the Street Society continued to 

distribute our new awareness symbol, the fuchsia 

daisy pin. Fuchsia is the provincial colour for 

stopping sexual exploitation and daisies are a symbol 

of childhood innocence. We encouraged community 

members across the province to wear the daisy as 

a symbol of their support in the fight against youth 

sexual exploitation and human trafficking. Donation 

boxes with the pins were located across the Lower 

Mainland in efforts to raise funds for our school 

based awareness programs.

MARCH AWARENESS WEEK 
HIGHLIGHTS



16 Children of the Street Society

VICTIM IMPACT AWARENESS TRAINING

Children of the Street Society partnered with the 

Vancouver Police Department, Ministry of Justice, 

PLEA, and Purpose Society to present a workshop to 

100 service providers during Victim Awareness Week. 

The training event was a huge success, and provided 

different perspectives on the cycle of emotions 

for parents of sexually exploited youth (who are 

secondary victims).

CANVAS OF CHANGE

In September we held the 2017 Canvas of Change 

event at the historic St. James Hall in Vancouver. 

Originally designed as a church, this Kitsilano 

landmark was the perfect venue to host an evening of 

art, food, music and social justice. Guests witnessed 

12 of Vancouver’s best live-painting artists creating 

their finest, most creative artwork, in only 80 

minutes. It is always amazing to see a blank canvas 

come to life with astonishing, vibrant works of art 

with each painter bringing in their own unique, 

personal style. At the end of the art competition, all 

paintings were auctioned live by Crystal Campbell 

of Vancouver Auctioneers. The event also featured 

extraordinary food by the one and only Boy with a 

Knife Catering, music by DJ Garreth Coughlan and 

fundraising activities

   EVENTS

Our 2017 Canvas of Change event saw an increase in funds 
raised compared to the previous year. We hope to build 
on that momentum in 2018!

Participants had the opportunity to learn, network, 
and build bridges with local law enforcement agencies/
organizations that support youth.
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There is absolutely no doubt. We would be lost 

without our supporters!

As a small charity, we truly do rely on donations  

given by individuals and organizations. Donations 

provide the resources we need to reach kids in 

communities all around B.C. 

Without supporters like you, we couldn’t educate 

kids, intervene with those most at risk, or support 

children and families who’ve been devastated by  

this crime.

Our donors play a critical role in our mission  

to keep young people safe from all forms of sexual 

exploitation. Simply put, we could not do our  

work without our supporters!

THANK YOU for standing with us in our work  

to keep kids safe from sexual exploitation and  

human trafficking!

FUNDR AIS ING   FUNDR AIS ING   

Jim Walker, our Board Treasurer (right)  
accepts a $3,750 donation from Director  
of Granting Michael Wright

Members of the Optimist Club of Coquitlam 
give $1,000 to support TCO2 Workshops.

Eric Phillips, Maple Ridge Eagles gives $500 and 
Romi McMullen of the Eagles Auxiliary gives 
$3,000 to help us keep kids safe from all forms 
of sexual exploitation.
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Year after year, Children of the Street receive 

important feedback from teachers and students 

who participate in our workshops and support 

our organization. We thrive off of their 

overwhelmingly positive feedback and it gives 

our staff the fuel to spread our message to 

countless communities across British Columbia. 

Therefore, we want to thank all the individuals 

who support our work! Please see below for  

a sample of the feedback we have received this 

year from evaluations, unsolicited feedback  

and support letters:

 

“ I learned that no matter how you 

look like, what age you are, what 

gender you are, where you grew  

up or where you live now, you can  

be sexually exploited or harassed.”

 15-year-old female student 
 Vancouver

“ I just finished watching the first 

presentation that Ala’a and Giselle 

did. They are amazing! Very engaging 

and kept the kids attention. The 

presentation was well received and 

very informative. I so appreciate  

the work your organization does! 

You folks are changing lives.”

 Grade 10 Teacher 

 Abbotsford  

“ I learned sexual exploitation is  

very easy to get in but very difficult 

to get out.”

 15-year-old male student 
 Richmond

   TESTIMONIALS



“ I attended the TCO2 presentation 

for the Grade fives at Shortreed 

Community Elementary. I was so 

impressed with the facilitators. Their 

knowledge and ability to engage all 

the students was outstanding. The 

information was realistic, up to date 

and geared for the age level. I feel 

this type of workshop is so beneficial 

to the students and adults involved 

in their lives. It is a preventative 

step toward keeping young people 

safe and aware. I have already 

recommended this workshop to 

other co-workers.” 

 Aboriginal Support Worker 

 Langley

“ The fact that the workshop was 

free of cost helped the kids in the 

inner-city school that I taught in 

significantly. If we had to pay for the 

presentation, there would have been 

a good chance that we would have 

not been able to afford it. Thanks so 

much, my colleague and I were very 

happy with TCO2.” 

 Grade 6/7 Teacher 

 Surrey

“ I learned that we have to be really 

careful about our social media 

accounts being public, as well as  

how we should be really attentive  

to our surroundings.”

 15-year-old female student 
 Surrey

“ I learned about human trafficking and 

how people of all ages and genders 

can exploit others.  I learned how 

exploiters think or act, and I learned 

how to prevent others from being 

exploited by pimps, gangs, or 

exploiters.”

 15-year-old male student 
 Richmond
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SUPPORTERS

We are extremely thankful to have such incredible 

supporters who have donated funds to Children of 

the Street Society over the years. These supporters 

have been vital to our success and growth as 

an organization. Whether it is a small or large 

contribution, every dollar has helped us prevent 

the sexual exploitation and human trafficking of 

children and youth across British Columbia. We truly 

appreciate all current and past support. Thank you to 

of our committed members and monthly donors, as 

well as the following who gave $500 or more over the 

course of our fiscal year:

Al Roadburg Foundation

Austin Properties

Avison Young Commercial Real Estate (B.C.) Inc.

BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch

Bob Charbonneau Personal Real Estate Corp

Burnaby Elks, Lodge No. 497

Burnaby Lougheed Lions Club

Canadian Tire, Coquitlam

Chilliwack Dogwood Monarch Lions Club

Chilliwack Elks No. 48

Chris Spencer Foundation

City of Coquitlam

City of Langley

City of Richmond

City of Surrey

City of Vancouver

Civil Forfeiture

CKNW Orphans` Fund

Coast Capital Savings

Cossette Vancouver

Coquitlam Foundation

Coquitlam Sunrise Rotary Club

Department of Justice

Diamond Foundation

District of North Vancouver

District of West Vancouver

Dr. C.J. Patricelli Inc

D2 Dance Studios

Eye 4U Images

Fort Langley Lions Club

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2831, Ladies Auxiliary

Fraternal Order of Eagles #2726, Ladies Auxiliary

John Hardie Mitchell Family Foundation

Keith and Betty Beedie Foundation

Lohn Foundation

Karen Mori & Associates Ltd.

Ministry of Justice

North Shore Community Foundation

PLEA Community Services Society of BC

Port Coquitlam Community Foundation

Port Coquitlam Royal Purple #10

Port Moody Foundation

Real Canadian Wholesale Club- Burnaby

Richmond Sunrise Rotary Club

RONA, Austin Heights, Coquitlam

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 263

Royal Canadian Legion, Branch No. 83, Ladies Auxiliary

Sherron A. Regehr

Soroptimist International of the Langleys

Soroptimist International of North and West Vancouver

SpencerCreo Foundation

Team TELUS Cares

The Edith Lando Charitable Foundation

The Evening Optimist Club of Coquitlam

The Hamber Foundation

The McLean Foundation

The Stewart Fund-Vancouver Foundation

Vancouver Pacific Lions Club

WestJet

West Vancouver Community Foundation

Wheaton Precious Metals

WIAN Branding



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Leanne Atkinson 

President

Laila Rana 

Vice President

Jim Walker 

Treasurer

Priscilla Sanker 

Director

Carol Cahoon 

Director

Matt Burton 

Director

Zachariah Guy 

Director

STAFF

Diane Sowden 

Executive Director

Esther Asirvatham 

Administrative Officer

Miranda De Jong 

Program Manager

Maura Fitzpatrick 

Fundraising Manager

Kev Lescisin 

Project Manager

Tiana Jacquet 

Program Director

Ala’a Founouni 

Program Coordinator (current)

Meghan Simington 

Fund Development  

Coordinator (past)

Neely Yuda 

Fund Development  

Coordinator (current)

THANK YOU
TO OUR 2016/2017  

WORKSHOP FACILITATORS 
Amanda Bird 

Adriel Carey

Ala’a Founouni 

Giselle Miller

Hayden Averill 

Phoebe Hayashi

Sam Mitchell 

Anisha Phillips

WELCOME
TO OUR 2017/2018  

WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

2016/2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

& STAFF



208-1130 Austin Avenue. Coquitlam, BC  Canada V3K 3P5

Tel: 604 777 7510 Fax: 604 525 0024 Toll Free: 1 877 551 6611

 facebook.com/childrenofthestreetsociety 

 twitter.com/childrenofthest

FUCHSIA-COLOURED DAISIES 
 

Symbolize efforts to prevent the sexual exploitation  

of children and youth; the daisy represents  

the innocence of childhood and fuchsia is a combination  

of red, for the red light districts, and purple,  

the provincial colour for violence prevention.  

Please wear a fuchsia daisy pin to help raise awareness.
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