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This year our school based program, 
Taking Care of Ourselves, Taking Care 
of Others (TCO²) delivered a record 
breaking number of workshops in our 
18 year history. While the demand for our 
resources continues to increase due to 
the significance of technology in the lives 
of young people, our dedicated and creative 
team of Workshop Facilitators continue 
to ensure that our messaging remains in 
tune with current trends and engaging for 
our school aged audiences. Meanwhile, our 
workshops for adult and community based 
audiences continue to evolve as we have 
had the opportunity to provide customized 
training for a wide variety of stakeholders 
throughout the province. 

Our Youth Art Engagement Project 
completed its third year, and for many of 
the youth involved, was recognized as the 
highlight of their school year. This year 
the project engaged four groups of youth 
in learning about sexual exploitation and 
human trafficking while creating social 
justice artwork. The project completed 
with a gallery event that welcomed 
over 100 guests to see the visual and 
performance art of the youth. 

This past year, Children of the Street Society 
received incredible media coverage as a 
result of the launch of our Just One Photo 
campaign, which aims to alert children, 
youth and parents about the longevity 
and risks associated with online image 
sharing and how these decisions can lead 
to our children becoming vulnerable to 
sexual exploitation. The campaign was 
widespread, and included school posters, 
print media, transit shelter advertisements 
and a video which generated an astounding 
150,000 views in a matter of days. As sexual 

exploitation and human trafficking have 
no boundaries, the relationship between 
technology and sexual exploitation remains 
a global concern. We were able to witness 
this as our Just One Photo campaign 
received worldwide media attention 
through a number of media outlets. 

This year, in celebration of the Provincial 
Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children 
and Youth Awareness Week, we celebrated 
our 2nd Annual Celebration of Success at 
Hycroft Manor. The event was once again 
hosted by Bill Good of CKNW and featured 
a captivating keynote presentation from 
Columnist Daphne Bramham with 
The Vancouver Sun about the very real 
issue of domestic human trafficking. 
The event was once again well attended 
by government, law enforcement, service 
providers, funders and community 
members, and we look forward to 
building on this event in future years.

Last year we welcomed four new Directors 
to our Board, who have helped to continue 
to drive the mission and vision of 
Children of the Street Society forward. 
Our Board continues to engage in strategic 
planning which has resulted in a number of 
ideas that are both exciting and challenging, 
as we struggle to meet the demand for our 
programs and initiatives with the resources 
we currently have. As I step out of the 
role of President, I am pleased to welcome 
Kristal Low as our new President. I would 
also like to thank Penny Priddy for 
serving as Vice President, and welcome 
Stacey Lambert as our new Vice President. 
To all of our board members, thank you 
for your continued commitment to 
Children of the Street Society and for 
your generous donation of time. 

Daryl Spencer, President 
November, 2013

Mission

To take a proactive approach through public 
awareness, education and early intervention 
strategies to prevent the sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking of children and youth, 
while offering support to families.

Vision

A world where children and youth are safe 
and free from all forms of sexual exploitation.

“All of the fantastic 
work driven by our 
outstanding staff 
would not be possible 
without our funders, 
community partners, 
volunteers and local 
businesses who 
continue to support 
our work.”
 
—DARYL SPENCER, PRESIDENT

Message 
From 
The 
President

Through the dedicated work 
of our outstanding staff and 
the commitment of our funders, 
Children of the Street Society 
continued to build exciting 
momentum over the past 
year as we celebrated our 
18th Anniversary.
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Diane Sowden, Executive Director 
November 2013

Daryl will continue on our Board as a 
Director, and we are very fortunate to 
have the opportunity to continue to work 
with him. Moving forward, we welcome 
Kristal Low who will be leading our Board 
as President. We have also had a change in 
the role of Vice President as Penny Priddy 
is stepping down; however, we are very 
fortunate to have Penny continue on our 
Board as a Director. Stacey Lambert will 
be filling the role as Vice President over 
the next term.

Since 1995, Children of the Street Society 
has grown substantially due to the need 
and demand throughout our province for 
prevention, education, early intervention 

and ongoing support for sexually exploited 
and trafficked children and youth, as well 
as their families. Currently our Staff is not 
able to keep up with the demand for the 
requests for services we are receiving. 
On a provincial level, we delivered a 
record breaking number of prevention and 
education workshops during the last school 
year, which has become the norm for the 
past few years. This year despite our record 
breaking efforts, a four month wait list of 
workshop requests were brought forward 
to the new school year.

Along with the demand for our workshops, 
we continue to witness an increase in 
requests for on-going support for youth 

Message 
From 
The 
Executive 
Director

who are at very high risk of sexual 
exploitation or who are already displaying 
warning signs of sexual exploitation. 
In fact, we have seen a disturbing increase 
in disclosures as a direct result of our 
prevention education workshops from 
previous years, which has led to a 252% 
increase in disclosures from young people 
throughout the province. 

As the issue of sexual exploitation and 
human trafficking continue to evolve rapidly, 
we are challenged with more questions than 
answers on how to proactively prevent 
the issue from harming our children, youth, 
families and community. While the issue of 
sexual exploitation is not new, it continues 

to evolve due to the advancement and 
accessibility of technology. As a result, 
new opportunities have materialized 
for predators to reach young people, 
particularly online, through chat rooms 
and social networking sites. 

As a society we are also faced with a new 
reality of what seems to be the norm among 
young people, with creating and distributing 
sexy ‘selfies.’ This raises many questions 
around our child pornography laws and 
how they should be applied. Social media 
has moved so swiftly that our laws have not 
been able to keep up, and we are now faced 
with questions such as: do the laws fit the 
alleged crime, and are they being applied 
appropriately when dealing with peer to peer 
sexting? There have been calls to penalize 
young people who create and distribute 
sexually explicit images, but is this really in 
the best interest of our children and youth? 

This year and for the first time in BC, 
a Vancouver man was charged with two 
counts of human trafficking, in addition 
to multiple charges of sexual interference, 
sexual exploitation, sexual assault, and living 
off the avails of prostitution. These charges 
are a welcome step forward, but how are 
we making those who paid to abuse these 
victims accountable and are we providing 
enough support for victims? 

As we move forward, there are also 
questions surrounding our laws in order to 
make life safer within the adult sex trade, 
while ensuring we do not create more 
danger for sexually exploited and trafficked 
youth. Is it possible to be a victim of sexual 
exploitation on the day before your 
18th birthday and in need of protection under 
the child protection act, but the day after 
your 18th birthday to be freely choosing to 
work as an adult sex trade worker? 

Despite many questions, one answer which 
takes into account the well-being of our 
children and youth is to be proactive and to 
continue to invest in organizations such as 
Children of the Street Society. It is critical 
that we prevent putting our children in 
harm’s way, and educate them about healthy 
relationships, the risks associated with 
technology, our laws and consequences, 
the permanency of their online decisions 
for themselves and others, and most 
importantly to provide them with the 
opportunity to make informed decisions.

Children of the Street Society is monitoring 
these developments closely and will 
continue to engage in appropriate discussion 
and working groups that are addressing the 
issues which fall under our mandate. 
We will keep our funders and members up 
to-date through our newsletters, website 
and social media as laws and services are 
being rethought and implemented. 

I would like to personally thank and 
commend law enforcement and service 
providers working in this field, because of 
them underage children and youth are being 
better protected from sexual exploitation 
and trafficking, than in past years. I know 
with the passionate people committed to 
protecting youth, strategies will continue 
to grow to serve the best interest of 
children. I am very proud to have the 
opportunity to be part of this rewarding, 
complicated and at times frustrating field 
of work. Thank you very much to everyone 
who has joined us by supporting the valuable 
work Children of the Street Society’s 
Staff does on a daily basis - we could not 
do it without you!

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our Board of Directors 
for their continued commitment to Children of the Street Society. 
Our President, Daryl Spencer is stepping down this year and I would 
like to thank him for his leadership, commitment and hard work in 
his role over the past years. 

“I would like to personally thank and commend law 
enforcement and service providers working in this field, 
because of them underage children and youth are being 
better protected from sexual exploitation and trafficking, 
than in past years. I know with the passionate people 
committed to protecting youth, strategies will continue 
to grow to serve the best interest of children.”
 
—DIANE SOWDEN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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TCO²: TAKING CARE OF OURSELVES, 
TAKING CARE OF OTHERS

Our school-based prevention education 
program TCO2 (Taking Care of Ourselves, 
Taking Care of Others) responded to a 
record breaking number of workshop 
requests during the 2012/2013 school 
year. Our Workshop Facilitators 
delivered an astounding 626 workshops to 
24,696 children and youth in 26 communities 
throughout the province. This was a 16% 
increase in workshops from the previous 
school year, and represented the most 
workshops delivered in a single school 
year in our 18 year history!

Our workshops continue to receive 
increased demand for high-risk audiences, 
including alternate education programs, 
youth groups, gang diversion programs, 
youth in custody and drug treatment 
programs, new immigrant youth as well as 
young people who were displaying warning 
signs of sexual exploitation or who were 
already involved in sexually exploitive 
situations. Approximately 20% of our 
workshops were delivered to high risk 
groups which represented a 26% increase 
from the previous school year.

TCO² HIGHLIGHTS FROM 
THE YEAR INCLUDED:

•   In partnership with the PLEA Onyx 
Program, TCO2 traveled to Bella Bella 
in October to deliver workshops for 
every student in the community in 
grades 6 through 12.

•   In partnership with the Ministry of 
Justice Office to Combat Trafficking 
In Persons (OCTIP), TCO2 presented 
to 150 students at the Gathering 
Our Voices Conference in Penticton.

•   TCO2 presented to every male and 
female resident at the Burnaby Youth 
Custody Centre.

•   In partnership with SD46, TCO² 
delivered 15 workshops for 705 children 
and youth on the Sunshine Coast.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE YEAR INCLUDED:

•   Presenting at a variety of conferences including 
the BC Crime Prevention Association Annual 
Training Symposium, In Your Face Youth 
Workers Conference, FREDA National 
Research Day Conference, BC Alternate 
Education Conference, UBC Human Trafficking 
Conference, Stronger Nations Conference, 
Union of BC Municipalities, Langley Crime 
Prevention Society Symposium, the BC School 
Counselors Association and BC Social Studies 
Teachers Association Conference; 

•   Delivering a workshop for participants at 
Daughters and Sisters Addiction Treatment 
for Teen Girls;

•   In partnership with the Soroptimists 
of Osoyoos, a workshop was provided 
for parents, caregivers, educators and 
community members;

•   Presenting to members of the LGBTQ 
community at QMUNITY Gab Youth.

As the issue of sexual exploitation and 
human trafficking continue to shift online 
with the advancement and accessibility 
of new technology, workshop requests 
for younger audiences also continue to 
increase. With this in mind, our Workshop 
Facilitators developed workshop content 
that was age appropriate for children as 
young as grades 4 and 5. Moving forward, 
it is anticipated that our workshops will 
increasingly be in high demand for younger 
aged children.

We continue to be energized by new 
partnerships formed throughout the 
province. In addition to the Lower Mainland 
and Fraser Valley, our workshops were 
delivered in the communities of Bella Bella, 
Gibsons, Keremeos, Okanagan Falls, Oliver, 
Osoyoos, Pender Harbour, Penticton, 
Saanich, Saltspring Island, Sechelt, Sidney 
and Victoria. Our workshops were also 
part of various conferences, events and 
forums, including the BC School Counselors 
Association Conference, the BC Crime 
Prevention Association Annual Training 
Symposium, Gathering Our Voices 
Conference, Stronger Nations Conference, 
as well as many school-based health fairs 
and social responsibility forums. 

Programs

IT CAN HAPPEN TO ANYONE

Our customizable workshops for adult and 
community audiences continue to be in high demand 
throughout the province. Whether it is parents, 
caregivers, service providers, law enforcement, or 
community members, our workshops can be tailored 
to accommodate two hours of training to a full day 
workshop. Last year, 63 workshops were delivered 
to 1,807 participants totaling 104 hours of education 
in 12 communities across the province.
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Two Sides (Detail) by Michelle

Tim Lu and Diane Sowden, Children of the Street Society with Camila Jimenez, PLEA deliver workshops in Bella Bella.

Workshop Facilitators Ashleigh Eaton (L) and Tim Lu (R) deliver a TCO² presentation.



YOUTH ART ENGAGEMENT PROJECT

Building on past success, this year was the 
third year of Children of the Street Society’s 
Youth Art Engagement Project. Four groups 
of youth were involved in the project 
from Coquitlam Alternate Basic Education 
(CABE), Suwa’lkh School, Connex Alternate 
and PLEA Community Services Gen Out 
Group. In total 55 youth and 13 adults 
participated in the project, which was 
a 62% increase from the previous year.

Over nine weeks, the project engaged 
youth participants in a series of prevention 
education sessions consisting of one hour 
of interactive education and one hour of 
social justice art creation. Learning sessions 
included an in-depth exploration of the issue 
of sexual exploitation and human trafficking, 
drugs and alcohol, technology facilitated 
exploitation, the role of girls, gangs and 
sexual exploitation, and peer to peer 
empowerment. Participants were provided 
with a variety of art mediums which 
allowed them to transform their learning 
into social justice artwork.

In June, Children of the Street Society held 
a Youth Art Gallery Celebration at Place 
Des Arts to showcase the artwork as well 
as raise public awareness about the issue of 
human trafficking and sexual exploitation 
of children and youth. The gallery was also 

SUPPORTING CHILDREN, YOUTH 
AND FAMILIES DEALING WITH 
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION AND HUMAN 
TRAFFICKING

As a result of increased education 
and awareness on the issue of sexual 
exploitation, combined with the 
advancement and accessibility of technology, 
Children of the Street Society continues 
to receive an increase in disclosures as a 
direct result of our school based program 
TCO². Last school year 63 disclosures were 
received as a direct result of our school 
based education, which represents a 252% 
increase from the previous school year.

Evidently the issue of sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking has no boundaries, 
as disclosures were reported from 20 
urban and rural communities across the 
province. This represented 70% of the total 
number of communities visited during the 
2012/2013 school year. While the majority 
of disclosures originated from high school 
level female students, Children of the 
Street Society has seen a 29% increase in 
disclosures from male students since 2010. 

Themes of disclosures continue to vary with 
the most frequent occurrences involving 
sexual exploitation, recruitment, and online 
or technology facilitated sexual exploitation. 

Programs

an opportunity for youth participants to 
demonstrate their leadership on the issue, 
and to involve their families, friends and 
loved ones in their achievements. For many 
of the youth, the Art Gallery Celebration 
was a highlight of the project and of their 
academic career.

Over 100 people from the community were 
in attendance to demonstrate their support 
for the youth and their success in translating 
their knowledge into thought provoking 
social justice artwork. The community was 
able to draw from the artistic messaging 
by reading artist statements which were 
displayed with the artwork. The event also 
featured talented local musical performers 
Dannea and Patrick Henson, Thom 
and Jake from Vaka Studio Society, 
as well as a spoken word performance 
by a youth participant.

Over 55 pieces of artwork were shared 
including drawings, paintings, collage, 
photography, sculpture, masks, street art, 
spoken word and other artistic mediums 
that highlighted the issue of sexual 
exploitation. “Our students truly believed 
they could create awareness and make a 
difference, one small project at a time,” said 
Paul McNaughton, Principal at CABE School. 

“The students were gleaming with pride,” 
he added, noting that CABE had 12 students 
and one teacher display their artwork at the 
gallery showing, all of them attending with 
family and friends to enjoy the special 
event. “Many of the students graduating 
this year are taking away memories of this 
program and many are pursuing careers 
in the arts. We would love the opportunity 
to participate again in the future” said 
McNaughton.

“My favorite part of the program was 
freedom. I could express myself in any way 
with any art materials I chose. Thank you 
for giving me a different outlook on sexual 
exploitation. This program has to continue.”
 
—YOUTH PARTICIPANT, CONNEX ALTERNATE PROGRAM, MAPLE RIDGE

The Youth Art Engagement project was 
made possible by BC Gaming Policy and 
Enforcement Branch, City of Coquitlam, 
City of Port Coquitlam, CKNW Orphans’ 
Fund, Coquitlam Foundation, Face the 
World Foundation, McLean Foundation, 
Ministry of Justice Civil Forfeiture, 
Silver Wheaton, TELUS, The Amir and 
Yasmin Virani Family Foundation, Vancity, 
and the Vancouver Foundation Youth 
Philanthropy Council.
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Depending on the nature of a disclosure, 
Children of the Street Society will work 
with outside agencies in order to ensure 
a young person receives the appropriate 
resources and supports. While 38% of 
disclosures involved ongoing follow up by 
Children of the Street Society, 30% were 
referred to a counselor or support worker; 
14% were referred to other youth services; 
7% were referred to law enforcement; 
6% were referred to services such as 
PLEA Onyx; and 5% involved a teacher 
and/or caregiver.

In addition Children of the Street Society 
continues to receive requests for support 
from parents and caregivers who have a 
child or youth that is at high risk of sexual 
exploitation or who is sexually exploited. 
Each year, the Society provides direct 
support to approximately 70 families and/or 
service providers with concerns about a 
young person. Through our long-standing 
partnerships, we continue to work with law 
enforcement, child protection, educators 
and service providers as well as a variety of 
social programs in order to support young 
people and their families.

Workshop Facilitators Amanda Barnes and Tim Lu deliver a TCO² presentation.



1.    Enter the Flow (Detail) 
by Tamara (Tommii) Chassie

2.    Disillusionment (Detail) 
by Emily

3.    Rebirth (Detail) 
by Michaela Coletta

4.    Behind the Mask (Detail) 
by Eliza Croue-McCallum

5.    Untitled (Detail) 
by Paolo Boyer

6.    Trapped (Detail) 
by Joedin Smith

7.    Stuck Inbetween (Detail) 
by Kayla Burgess
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INTERNATIONAL VISITOR 
LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

Each year more than 5,000 International 
Visitors come to the U.S. on the 
International Visitor Leadership Program 
(IVLP). Launched in 1940, the IVLP 
helps strengthen U.S. engagement with 
countries around the world and cultivate 
lasting relationships by connecting current 
and emerging foreign leaders with their 
American counterparts through short-term 
visits to the United States. The majority of 
IVLP exchanges include visits to four U.S. 
communities over three weeks, although 
projects vary based on themes, embassy 
requests and other factors. Participants 
meet with professional counterparts, visit 
U.S. public and private sector organizations 
related to the project theme and participate 
in cultural and social activities.

A delegation of four Canadians were 
invited to participate in the IVLP between 
April 14th and May 4th, 2013 and traveled 
to five cities throughout the US. Each 
participant was nominated and vetted by 
their local consulate or embassy and then 
recommended to the State Department for 
consideration. The final team chosen was 
picked to represent a broad spectrum of 
resources and services focused on victims of 
crimes and human trafficking.
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Children of the Street Society’s Program 
Manager, Stephanie Owen was selected as 
one of four IVLP delegates which focused 
on the theme of “Working Together to 
Support Victims of Human Trafficking and 
Gender Based Violence.” Other delegates 
from across Canada were:

•   Inbal Solomon - Policy and Research 
Analyst, Office for Victims of Crime, 
Ministry of the Attorney General, 
Toronto, Ontario;

•   Wendy Lee -Constable/Agent, 
Human Trafficking Coordinator, 
Ottawa Police Service, Ottawa, Ontario;

•   Robin Churchill - Corporal Supervisor/
Investigator, Human Trafficking Awareness 
Coordinator, Federal Policing, 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Throughout the program, delegates 
visited five American cities including 
Washington, DC; San Diego, CA; 
Louisville, KY; Cincinnati, OH; and 
Buffalo, NY and were accompanied by 
State Department Program Facilitator 
Suzanne Ginsberg. Guided tours and 
meetings were arranged with a variety 
of stakeholders ranging from government, 
law enforcement, non-profit organizations, 

academics, victim services, and First Nations 
groups. The program also included cultural 
experiences, sightseeing tours, museums, 
and home visits where delegates had the 
opportunity to learn from American host 
families.

Although each destination had many 
highlights worth noting, some significant 
events during the program included:

•   Attending a two day conference 
hosted by The Freedom Network in 
Washington, DC. The conference 
focused on issues surrounding human 
trafficking and included keynote speaker 
Luis C DeBaca, Ambassador-at-Large 
for Trafficking in Persons;

•   Meeting with the Department 
of Homeland Security (DHS), 
US Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and the Office to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons in 
Washington, DC regarding the work 
of these agencies on the issue of 
human trafficking;

•   A site visit at Generate Hope, a long-term 
residential program for survivors of 
human trafficking in the San Diego region 
which is modeled after Servants 
Anonymous Society;

•   A visit with the San Diego Diplomacy 
Council which included an in-depth tour 
of the border crossing between the US and 
Tijuana, Mexico, highlighting the issue of 
trafficking and human smuggling into the 
US and Canada;

•   Meeting with Kentucky Rescue and 
Restore in Louisville, a non-profit 
organization that provides support for 
victims of human trafficking as well as 
delivers outreach and public awareness. 
During this visit the community was on 
high alert as an arrest had been made 
where a man allegedly trafficked 
two female youth for the purpose 
of sexual exploitation;

•   Meeting with Kentucky State 
Representative Sannie Overly who was 
instrumental in supporting House Bill 3 – 
Human Trafficking and Safe Harbor. The 
bill recently passed with a vote of 95-0 and 
is intended to strengthen penalties against 
trafficking of persons and seizing assets 
of convicted traffickers to create a fund 
to help support victim services;

•   A tour of the National Underground 
Railroad Freedom Center in 
Cincinnati, OH. The museum captured 
the historical origins of slavery and 
its evolution to modern day slavery 
on a global scale;

•   A presentation with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) Cincinnati, including 
their mandate and how they come to 
investigate human trafficking and support 
victims during their investigation;

•   Canadian delegates presented at “Global 
Gaggle Views from Abroad” sponsored 
by the Greater Cincinnati World Affairs 
Council. The event was an opportunity 
for each delegate to share an overview of 
the issue in Canada and an opportunity 
to highlight similarities and differences 
between each country’s human trafficking 
policies and practices;

•   A tour of the ICE Detention Centre in 
Batavia, NY, followed by a ‘ride-along’ with 
the Cheektowaga Police Department;

Undoubtedly there were many lessons 
learned and shared during the three week 
program between US counterparts and 
Canadian delegates. While each country 
has many differences there were also 
emerging themes which demonstrated the 
importance of working together. Certainly, 
Children of the Street Society’s participation 
in the program ensured that Canadian and 
US counterparts were informed about 
our programs and initiatives, and it was 
a rewarding experience to advocate for 
more prevention work in order to protect 
children and youth from human trafficking 
and sexual exploitation.

Programs
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(L to R) Cpl. Robin Churchill, Halifax RCMP; Sannie Overly, Kentucky State House Representative; Stephanie Owen, 

Children of the Street Society; Inbal Solomon, Office for Victims of Crime; and Cst. Wendy Lee, Ottawa Police Service.

Children of the Street Society Program Manager, Stephanie Owen during a site visit at FBI Cincinnati Field Office.



JUST ONE PHOTO

In celebration of the 15th Annual Provincial 
Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children 
and Youth Awareness Week, 
Children of the Street Society 
highlighted the issue of online image 
sharing with the launch of a new ad 
campaign called “Just One Photo.”

The campaign, developed by 
Cossette Vancouver, features the story 
of a young girl who shared a private photo 
online with someone she trusted. Her tale, 
presented in parts on various cell phone 
screens, highlights the increasing power 
new technologies have in the distribution 
of potentially harmful content. Touch points 
included resto-bar and school posters, 
transit shelter advertisements, and a video, 
to draw the attention of parents 
and children alike.

“Our school based program is in high 
demand,” said Diane Sowden, Executive 
Director of Children of the Street Society. 

“We continue to see an increase in requests 
from schools and community groups who 
are dealing with peer-to-peer exploitation 
such as ‘sexting’ or young people entering 
into unhealthy relationships with someone 
they’ve met online.” 

PROVINCIAL AWARENESS WEEK

2013 marked the 15th Annual Provincial 
Stop the Sexual Exploitation of Children 
and Youth Awareness Week held annually 
in the month of March. Awareness Week 
recognizes the importance of supporting 
communities to develop prevention, 
education, enforcement and intervention 
strategies to address the sexual exploitation 
and human trafficking of children and youth. 

Children of the Street Society hosted 
its 2nd Annual Celebration of Success 
at Hycroft Manor in Vancouver. Over 
100 individuals were in attendance, 
ranging from government, law enforcement, 
service providers, corporate and private 
funders and community agencies who 
work in partnership to address the sexual 
exploitation and human trafficking of 
children and youth in B.C. The event was 
once again emceed by Mr. Bill Good of 
CKNW and featured a keynote presentation 
by Columnist Daphne Bramham from 
The Vancouver Sun, who shared her 
in-depth knowledge about domestic human 
trafficking. The event also featured a raffle 
and silent auction with a number of prizes 
generously donated by local businesses, 
including two return flight tickets, courtesy 
of WestJet.

Children of the Street Society also 
celebrated Awareness Week through 
supporting and participating in a variety 
of initiatives throughout the week of 
March 11th to 17th, 2013: 

In 2012, Cybertip reported that over 93% 
of cases were of suspects making 
specific requests for images or 
there was a discussion of previously 
uploaded images. In 30% of those 
cases, it was indicated that the 
young person had sent images to 
the suspect. This distressing statistic 
further demonstrates the need to educate 
young people to protect themselves from 
sharing explicit photos through various 
forms of technology.

“In recent years it has become very apparent 
that the issue of sexual exploitation has 
shifted online, and is continuously evolving 
due to the advancement and accessibility of 
technology,” said Sowden. “This campaign is 
intended to raise awareness that, when you 
are online, there is no such thing as sharing 
just one photo.”

Following the campaign launch, 
Just One Photo received local, provincial, 
national and international media attention. 
Within a period of two weeks the 
campaign’s YouTube video received 
over 150,000 views, due to worldwide 
media coverage.

•   Children of the Street Society highlighted 
the issue of online image sharing with 
the launch of a new ad campaign called 
Just One Photo, developed by 
Cossette Vancouver. Touch points 
included resto-bar and school posters, 
transit shelter advertisements, and a video.

•   TCO² presented to 70 Vancouver youth, 
and delivered an additional workshop 
for 110 service providers at Britannia 
Community Centre in partnership with 
the Vancouver Community Action Team 
(VCAT).

•   In partnership with the Ridge Meadows 
Community Action Team, a youth art 
gallery was displayed highlighting the 
artwork of Youth Art Engagement Project 
participants from PLEA Community 
Services Gen Out Group.

•   In partnership with the Richmond 
Community Action Team (RCAT), an 
interactive table display was hosted for 
youth at Richmond Center Mall.

•   Four TCO2 workshops for 590 youth 
in Chilliwack including an alternate 
girls group, two middle schools, and a 
secondary school were shared as part of 
an Awareness Week Community Wrap 
Around Initiative in Partnership with 
Chilliwack Youth Services.

•   A workshop for 30 service providers 
was shared at Chilliwack City Hall in 
partnership with Chilliwack Youth Services.

Programs
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(L to R) Penny Priddy, Vice President, Children of the Street Society with Lynda Cavanaugh, 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Ministry of Justice.

(L to R) Bill Good, Host, CKNW The Bill Good Show with Diane Sowden, Executive Director, 

Children of the Street Society.

Ignorance is Bliss (Detail) by Jenny Kuecks



“Children of the Street Society helped raised awareness to many pertinent 
issues and empowered our children to make healthy choices and smart 
decisions. The content was current and relevant for our different age 
groups, and we were impressed that they rewrite and update their 
workshops every year. The workshop was so effective that our children 
and youth have continued to discuss the issues raised.”

—Tiffany Chan, Children’s Educational Outreach Worker, 
Union Gospel Mission Women & Families Centre 

“Their information was so helpful for providing our children with the tools 
they need to be safe in their lives. Too often we find our students getting 
into trouble online, as they have no concept of safety in a digital world. 
The facts, figures and scenarios that were presented were very useful in 
getting them to understand just how vulnerable they really are. I also really 
appreciated how the very skilled presenters used humour, games and 
up-to-date knowledge to gain the trust of our students so that they 
were more prepared to listen to the information they were being given.”

—Renge Bailie, Principal 
North Otter Elementary School
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“Children of the Street have always had it right, and from the beginning 
it has been our pleasure to know that the work they have developed 
is truly having an impact. Prevention initiatives are critical and it yields 
a far superior outcome than the time and cost of healing a victim. 
Children of the Street Society are in an ideal position to drive this 
program (TCO²) given their outstanding history in working with youth 
in schools throughout the Province of British Columbia and beyond.”

—Sharon Fisher, Program Chair 
Soroptimist International of the Langleys

“Overall, our participation in the Youth Art Engagement Project 
was a great opportunity and for many a life-changing experience. 
The engagement this project created was unbelievable. It showcased 
these individuals and made them feel a part of the bigger picture. 
They truly believed they could create awareness and make a difference; 
one small project at a time. Many of the students graduating this 
year are taking away memories for this program and many are 
pursuing careers in the arts.”

—Paul McNaughton, Principal 
CABE School

“In a small, isolated, First Nations community such as Bella Bella 
our resources are few, and often stretched to the limits trying 
to care for the needs of our community members, having groups 
like Children of the Street Society visit helps to offer support 
to not only the community but the front line workers as well.”

—Cindy Neilson, Victim Services Manager 
Bella Bella Victim Services

“This workshop also provided an avenue for some students to 
approach the presenters afterwards, providing a crucial first step 
in them receiving the help they needed. For those very reasons, 
we feel that the TCO² workshop is invaluable, as our staff 
alone could not replicate this experience by simply providing 
information on the topics covered.”

—Jon Lee-Son, Alternate Adolescent Programme Worker 
Station Stretch Alternate Program

“This is why I feel so strongly that the work of the 
Children of the Street Society is vitally important – they are 
able to respond to the rapidly evolving online world with 
educational programs that are clear and immediately relevant to 
my students. Not only does their work meet educational objectives 
outlined in our curriculum, it provides crucial information for our 
students to protect themselves against online predators, cyberbullies 
and other dangers they may not have been aware of.”

—Karen Ravensbergen, Teacher  
Windsor Elementary School 

“Even as someone who has been working at the detox for 12 years 
with a lot of experience in the field before that, I still learn something 
every time as their presentations are always updated with the latest 
statistics and relevant current events. The skills and information they 
share in these workshops make a real difference in keeping vulnerable 
youth from joining the sex trade and getting those already involved 
out. It is not an exaggeration to say Children of the Street saves lives. 
In fact, I believe they have saved a great many.”

—Catherine Nelson, Program Manager 
Family Services of Greater Vancouver Youth Detox

Testimonials
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Austin Properties 
BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch 
Bridge Club Charity Fundraiser  
Canadian Tire, Coquitlam 
CIBC 
City of Coquitlam 
City of Port Coquitlam  
City of Surrey  
City of Vancouver 
CKNW Orphans’ Fund 
Coquitlam Foundation 
Cossette Vancouver  
Diamond Foundation 
Delta Community Foundation  
Face the World Foundation  
First West Foundation 
Government of Canada’s Youth 
     Employment Strategy 
Green Shield Canada  
Home Depot, Coquitlam 
John B. Neighbourhood Pub 
McCarthy Tétrault Foundation  
Ministry of Children and Family Development 
Ministry of Justice  
National Council of Jewish Women  
North Shore Community Foundation 
PLEA Community Services Society of BC 
Porcaro Communications 
Port Moody Foundation  
Richmond Community Foundation 
RONA, Austin Heights  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Daryl Spencer, President 
Penny Priddy, Vice President 
Sarah Harris, Treasurer 
Jo-Ann Carter, Director 
Stacey Lambert, Director  
Kristal Low, Director 
Allana Mennie, Director  
Oscar Ramos, Director 

STAFF

Diane Sowden, Executive Director 
Stephanie Owen, Program Manager 
Chrysabelle Choe, Fund Development Coordinator 
Kev Lescisin, Program Coordinator 
Alexandra Fehr, Program Assistant  
Esther Asirvatham, Administrative Officer 

THANK YOU TO OUR 2012/2013 
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

Amanda Barnes 
Jenny Kuecks 
Kev Lescisin 
Tim Lu 

WELCOME TO OUR 2013/2014 
WORKSHOP FACILITATORS

Ashleigh Eaton 
David Hunt  
Tim Lu 
Tiana Sharifi

Rotary Club of Richmond Sunrise 
Royal Canadian Legion #229 
Silver Wheaton  
Soroptimists International of the Langleys 
Soroptimists International of the Tri Cities 
Spencercreo Foundation  
TELUS 
The Alma Mater Society of UBC 
The Amir & Yasmin Virani Family Foundation 
The Evening Optimist Club of Coquitlam 
The Hamber Foundation  
The Jim Pattison Group  
The McLean Foundation  
Vancity  
Vancouver Foundation Youth 
     Philanthropy Council  
West Vancouver Community Foundation 
WestJet 

INDIVIDUALS, BUSINESSES & GROUPS

Thank you to all of our committed Members 
and Donors as well as the various groups 
who have contributed workshop honoraria 
over the past year. We are also grateful 
to the many local businesses that have 
supported our fundraising events and 
initiatives in order to make them a success. 
We are grateful for your support!

Supporters
2012–2013 
Board of 
Directors 
& Staff

ITCHA (Detail) by Kurtis

Behind Closed Doors (Detail) by Marissa DaSilva

Not What it Looks Like (Detail) by Larissa Maxwell



Fuchsia-coloured ribbons 
symbolize efforts to prevent the 
sexual exploitation of children and 
youth; fuchsia is a combination of 
red, for red light districts, and purple, 
the provincial colour for violence 
prevention. Please wear a fuchsia 
ribbon to help raise awareness.

208-1130 Austin Avenue 
Coquitlam, BC  Canada V3K 3P5
Tel: 604 777 7510 
Fax: 604 525 0024
Toll Free: 1 877 551 6611
     facebook.com/childrenofthestreetsociety
     twitter.com/childrenofthest




